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PETALING JAYA: The
Prime Minister reiterat-
ed that Malaysia may boy-
cott the Earth Summit in
Brazil next year if the
conference is aimed at
finding faults with devel-
oping nations. -

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

ohamad | satd—tiTat—Hi3
%mtr"mlunterpart, Mr

John Major, had persuad-
ed Malaysia to attend the
conference to voice its
stand.

However, he said there
was little point in attend-
ing the conference if it
concentrated on the
“wrongdoings” of devel-
oping countries and fo-
cuses only on the question
of tropical forests.

“Malaysia will decide to
attend only if there is an
undertaking by the devel-
oped nations that the con-
ference will produce posi-
tive ideas,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said there
must be an assurance
from these nations that
they would not resort to
boycotting the import of
logs from Malaysia.

Conference secretary-
general Dr Maurice

Strong had said on Sunday
that the position of devel-
oping countries would be
weakened if Malaysia did
not attend the conference.

On South Africa, Dr Ma-
hathir said Malaysia had
discussed with African
Nationalist Congress
(ANC) president Nelson
Mandela Malaysia’s wish
to have people-to-people
relations with South Afri-
ca.
He said the people-to-
people relations had been
accepted by the Common-
wealth Heads of Govern-
ment in Harare.

The Prime Minister also
said that negotiations for
air links between Kuala
Lumpur and Johannes-
burg would start soon.

Dr Mahathir said he had
touched on the need for
South Africa and some Af-
rican nations to practise
“positive racial discrimi-
nation” to improve the po-
sition of blacks in these
countries.

He said Malaysia had
admitted that it practised
such a policy, unlike some
which refused to make
such an admission.
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