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HEALTH SERVICES SHOULD PROMOTE F’REVENTION SAYS MAHATHIR 

Mahathir-health 
a\., M KUALA LIJMPUR. Nov 6 (l3ernama) -- Prime Minister atuk Seri Dr Mahathir’ 

health services to Mohaniad?toni ght call ep for f 1 eii ble planning of 
Fi~CoITIIIicJdate changing sittlat ion and problems. 

Heal th services formed an import ant aspect of 
development plans and as such the people should 
modern health CRTC! facilities to enjoy a bet.ter 
S i3 i d . :* 

The Prime Minister was speaking at the dinner 
.-of Anaesth~!siologists here. 

the nation’s social. ’ 
have access to the latest 
standard of living, he 

of:,the 7th Asean Congress 

’ 1-1~~ said: + To prov-i de effective patient care programmes we must be 
i.nnovat ive and look for new ways to improve medical. and health services in 
otir respective corlntries ,+ 

Ear-1 iet- in the day, his wife DatUk Ssri Datin Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah 
Mohnmsd Al i de1 ivered a key-note address at the five-day congress which is 
attended by some 3563 delegates from 24 countries. -- more 
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The Prime Minist cr said hlalaysia had made substantial improvements in 
the provi.sion of medical. iind health care facilities since independence. 

Infant mortality rate declined from 75.5 per 1,000 live births in 1957 
to 1.3.2 in 1989 while materhal mortality rate, from 2.8 per 1,000 live 
births to 0.2. 

l.ife expectancy increased from 55.8 to 69 years for male and 58.2 to 
73.5 years for’ female diut-in3 the same peri.od. 

The Health Minist 1-y had actively decentralised specialist services to 
meet the people’s new-l for greater accessi.bili ty to and coverage of medical 
care and set-vices, he Said. 

Stir-g ical , medical and obstetric and gynaecological services were now 
provided .in district hospitals, added .the Prime Minister ,-- more 
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The ministry planned tcJ provide sub-speei ality services in general 
hospitals while developing the’ Kuala Lumpur General Hospital as the 
National Referral Hospital, he said. . . 

. . Post-graduate training for doctors WaS now done l.acal.1.y besides sending 
them abr-oacl so that the expans i on programme , “including the setting up of 
pr--i,vate hoSpit?llS’; waS not hampered by tie lack of qnassthesiologists, he 
sai cl. 

Malaysia had kept i tsel f in the mainstream of advances in medical. 
technology tsy acrluiri173 new cqtlipment and techniques for its hospitals, he 
said. I 

I-Ic? said as the cotlntry moved to a developed status by ;he year 2020, 
the government needed to ccJnt inuall y address. changing disease patterns and 
t-e-examine the role of its medical and health services. 

+Sj ncc? cur-at _i ve medi tine is becomi.ng increasingly expensive, the 
government has been prmot ing the concept of primary prevention of diseases 
by focussing on healthy Ijfe styles and,,hnbits. 

+lYy encorlraging people to practise healthy life styles, the government 
hopes that our people wi 11 be free,, from diseases, such as AIDS, cancer and 
chronic clissases, + hc said. -- Hernama I 
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