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UNTTED STATES TS OPPQSTNG FREE TRADE

Mahathjr - EAEC'' |
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KuaLA LUMPUR | Nov 7/( Bernamag - (Qgtuk Seri Dr_ Mahajhlt>sald tonight
the Unjted States’ action In asking «Japan not toparticipatein the East
Asi a Economic Caucus (EAEC) showed that it did not favour free trade.

The Prime Minister said heconcluded from the US action that as a
Superpower it need not have to seriouslyconsider the views of others.

Expressi ng sadness and disappointment over the United States' attitude.,
the: Prime Minister saidhedid not understand the, ratmnm? behind the U‘%
opposition to the EAEC despite his lengthy explanatlon to US Secretary of
Stats .lames Baker.

+The BEAECpY an is harml ess, it did pose any threat to anyone but s
only aimed at protectingfree trade which the United States had been
supporting all this while,+ he said after chairing a meeting of the Umno
Supreme Councij 1 here.

He said this when asked to comment on a -laDFmP‘%? newspaper report that
Encik Bakar had formally requested Japanvia’ a memorandum to the Japanese
Foreign Ministry not to participate in the EAEC.
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Datuk SeriDr Mahathjr said he was most disappointed because it
appeared that. the United States did not appreciate Malaysia's support of
the UInited States sponsored Security Council resolution on the Gulf War.

The Prims Minister said the EAEC plan would be pursuedevenif .lapan
decided not to participate.

Malaysia was thankful to Japan for its help -inmatters not. opposed by
the Unjited States, he added.

Datuk Set-i Dr Mahath-ir, who is Umno President, said tonight's meeting
of the party Supreme Council was a normal get together on the eve of the
general. assembly.-- more
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. Mahathir - EAEC 3 Ruala Lumpur

He said there was no special matter to he discussed in thjs year’s
general assembly except for the debate on the presidential. address and the
resolution on the economy tO he tabled by Umno Youth.

some 1,700 people including observers from Sabah Umno and guests from
Tndonesia's Golkar party and Parti Kebangsaan Melayu Singapura would attenc
the assembly. --Bernama
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