Dr Mahathir d

KUALA LUMPU ,Thurs.@
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr._Mahathix Mehamad to-
night sad he was sad and
dlsa%pm nted that the Unit-
ed States had formally
asked Japan to reject the
East Asian Economic Cau-
cus (EAEC).

_ This only confirms the be-
lief that the US, which ap-
peared to be exhorting uni-
versa free trade, was In fact
against it, thinking that
“might is right.”

Dr Mahathir said that de-

veloping and ind
countries now face a bl
future because internation-
al freedom and democracy
had now been eroded.

“It would a?pear that as a
superpower, they (the US)
do not need to consider thé
views of others,” Dr Ma-
hathir told reporters after
chairi r]P an Umno supreme
council’ meeting at party
headquarters here.

“We aways knew the US
had been a mgjor stumbling
block to the proposed forma-

1

sappointes

tiaheff the EAEE, g
t%e L)hmno pres gent was
responding to a report in the
Nihon Kezai Shimbun. Ja-
pan’s top economic daily,
which said that the Unitéd
States has formally request-
ed Japan not to participate
intheEAEC.

Dr Mahathir said he was
dlsapﬁomted. because he
thougnt by being alies, the
US would appreCiate Malay-
sia's initiative, particularly
after it had supported the
US-sponsored United Na-

d with

S fi uneil reso-
lutionto t%ﬁgpa%g on alenst
Irag during the Gulf War.

ven the persona sup-
I%ort Dr Mahathir gave to
resident Georgé Bush
when the latter Contacted
him to support the resolu-
tion was unappreciated.
“We still do not under-
stand why the US is so
against the EAEC..it is a
harmless plan only to pro-
tect free trade,” he added..
Dr Mahathir said despite
the US action, Malaysia will

US action on EAEC

not retaliate as “nothing
D eie e enithy exp
ite the len expla
nangap iven to %cryetaryr/J of
tate. es Baker on’the
viability of the EAEC at the
recent Asean-US dialogue
here, the US #till found it
necessary to reject it.
Malaysia will not blame
an if it backs out of the
EC because the latter de-
?ended, heaw(ljy on the US
or trading and defence. .
. Malaysia, the Prime Min-
ister said, still appreciated

the help Japan gave to Ma
laysia on matters that were
not objected to by the US.

When asked by reporters
whether the EAEC would
still be viable without Ja-
pan’s involvement, he said
its effectiveness may be
dightly affected.

It would more or less be
effective,” he quipped.

On tomorrow's Umno gen-
eral assembly, Dr Mahathir
said the African National
Cangress and Japan's ruling
Liberal Democratic Party

would not be sending ob-
servers as planned.

However, observers from
Indonesia’s ruling Golkar
Party and Singapore's Peke-
mas will be attending.

Only two resolutions will
be tabled — one on the mo-
tion of thanks for the presi-
dential address and the oth-
er on the economy.

This is to give delegates
more time to debate the pro-
posed amendments to the
party constitution.
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