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COIJRT DECISION ON STATIJS OF KELANTAN STATE ASSEMBLYMEN CORRECT: PM
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KIJALA  LIJMPtJR  , N o v  8,_ ( Bcr-nama ) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir-_ ___._^ .M&&iUUd_  Said today  the  IHigh C o u r t  decision on t.he exTtri_i%jof  twnfino

representatives as Kelantan state assemblymen is correct and one expected
by (Jmno  .

The  IJmno president said the party was confident from the start that the
K e l a n t a n  S t a t e  Legjsla-ive Assembly ’ s  adopt ion of  an  amendment  to  the  s ta te
Const  i t\lt ion ,  b a r - r i n g  party-hopg%ng,  was  llltra v i r e s  t h e  F e d e r a l
constjt1JtjOf-l.

The High CotIt-t today r11le.d  that the amendment is fiartially invalid and
llltr-a vires the Federal Constitution.

~JusticF?  Datuk Eusof  f  C h i n  m a d e  .the rolling  in favour o f  e x p e l l e d
Kelantan sl-at e ilssmblyrnen, I-Iajj Nordin Salleh and Hajj Wan Mohamad Najjb,
w h o  won,the  seats  on Parti Semangat  46’tickets i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  last
October  but  later  j o i n e d  lJrnno.

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  r u l i n g ,  Datlll<  Seri Dr M a h a t h i r , who is also Kelantan
IJmno Li ai son Chaj rman  , said he was happy with the decision. -- m o r e
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He added : +Tf from the start, be fore  the election,  the people had been
informed that the representatives chosen by.them would be expelled if they
s.w_itchsd  partjes and the people made the.ir chojce  fully aware of thjs, - then
it is correct to expel them (the repressntativ’ss)  when they  switch  part ies .

+R\lt the people ‘who chose t,hem did so jn the be,lisS that their
ci-rndidates wo~lld not  be  dropped  f rom the  ( s tate  Ieg?.slativs)  asssmbl’y  just
becallse  t h e y  swjtched  part_ies.+

He told a press conference at the end of  the f irst  day of the IJmno
Goner-al  Assembly here that because the people of Kelantan were not informed
of the condition before-hand, it was not fair to slap the condition on them
after they had chosen their representatives.

+We ‘do n o t  l o o k  a t  i t  f r o m  t h e  aspect o f  w h o  w a s  elected,  we l o o k  f r o m
t h a t  o f  t h e  rjghts of the people  w h o  elected;+  he  s a i d .  - -  m o r e
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The Prime. M i n i s t e r  s a i d  h e  helj,evsd  the PAS-led;  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d
a p p e a l  t o  the S\lprme Co~lr1:  against the d e c i s i o n .

+R\lt  thjs bas_is ( that  the  people  were  not  i.mpossd the cond:ition b e f o r e
t h e  e l e c t - i o n )  c a n n o t  be denied,+ h e  a d d e d .

Replying to a questjon, Dat\lk  Serj Dr. M a h a t h i r  sajd the  s i tuat ion  in
Sabah was different althollgh the state also had laws barring party-hopping
by c:l ect ed represent at j ves .

Tn S;abah  , the voters were aware that the candidate. elected would b e
c.xpsllsd  from the stat-e legislative assembly .if he switched partjes  because
t h e  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  made  before the c?lc:ction,  he added. -- Rsrnama
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