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K1JAI.A  I.IJMPI!R,  Nov 8,4 (Rcrnama) -- IJmno P r e s i d e n t ,  Dattrk  Set-i l3r M a h a t h i r

Mohamarl, sa_i d -today Mlls3 ims ;3rR a weak and backward group t-em-e 3~~3 r
f%?CiF&  t.o strike a balance between worldly interests and the demand of  the
Ts’lam:ic reljgion t o  prepare f o r  life h e r e a f t e r .

T h i s  s t e m m e d  f r o m  t h e  erroneoils  teachings  of  some +llJamas+ w h o
i n c o r r e c t l y  defined +Ad-dc-?en+  or way of l i f e  t o  m e a n  t h a t  they s h o u l d  focus
o n  p r e p a r a t i o n s  fo r  the he rea f t e r ,  he  added.

+ T f  anyone  w h o  t a l k s  o r  strjves  f o r  happjnsss  in the world,  t h e  ulama
w i l l  accilse  h i m  o f  e r r i n g  a n d  b e i n g  tlnTslamic  becatlse,  f o r  t h e  tdama,
Ad-rleen means 1-o prepare to face the end of 1 jfe only, he said when opening
the IJmno  General  A s s e m b l y  i n  t h e  Dewan Msrdeka  of the Ptltra W o r l d  Track
Cent  re here _

Datllk Sari. nt- M a h a t h i r  s a i d  religions  teachers  w h o  tallght  Mtlslims  n o t
t o  strive w i t h  cletermlnation  were s h a l l o w ,  a r r o g a n t  a n d  prorid.

He acjr1cl.d  : +It is t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  these  rJl.amas t h a t  c.ause M u s l i m s  t o
f i n i s h  t h e i r  life s o l e l y  i n  m a k i n g  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  face t h e  herRafter  t o
the,extent  t h a t  t h e y  c-10 n o t  have time t o  seek w o r l d l y  SIICCRSS.  -- more
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+ T f  t h e y  are stildents, they gjve up theiti’studitik  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  nsg3sc.t
.. t h e  w o r k  sntrllstecl  t o  them.+

As a  r’eslrl t , he said, Mllsl im co\lntries  r ich  in  resqllrct?s  b e s t o w e d  b y q
God w e r e  forced t o  s e e k  help~~from  non-MllsJim  countri.&  w h e n  they w e r e
attacked b y  a n o t h e r  M1rsli.m  coiJnt.ry  t h a t  w a s  greedy.

+Tndj  ract 1 y , thj s placed Mllslim  countries  u n d e r  t h e  f inger”of
non-M\lsl.im  cotlntries  and the greedy collntry  was s e v e r e l y  d e f e a t e d ,  w e a k e n e d
a n d  conrlemne.cl  by the world, +  h e  a d d e d

The P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  s a i d  Mt~slims  sholJJd  emulate t h e  s t r u g g l e s  of P r o p h e t
Mtlhammad  w h o  s p r e a d  the teachjngs of Tslam until, he s~icc,e~!de.d i.n mnkjng
Mtlslims a  r ace  tha t  was  s t rong  a n d  knowledgsabte and t.he Tslmnmic  e m p i r e .
one t h a t  w a s  olltstanding  a n d  i n  the forefron$‘of o t h e r  rcligjons  jn. the
worl rl of know-l  edge.

He sa id  i f  the A r a b s  i n  those d a y s  wet-c o n l y  concsrnsd  aboUt preparing
t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  t h e  h e r e a f t e r  a n d  b a c k w a r d  jn ~avj,gati.on, they would  not
have  been a b l e  t o  venttire  ollt  of Mekah a n d  Madinah o n - e x p l o r a t i o n s  t h a t
b r o u g h t  t h e m  t o  M a l a y a .  - -  morp.
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+Tf  they  only focrls on preparing for the herewftq,  the Malays t o d a y
wo~lld st i l l  be  praying to  mollnds  and trees,+ he said:

Regretf\llly, the Malays today did not cons3,dsr  themselves as being
entrrIstc!d  to advance in order to bs more  capable ofjspreadi.ng  Tslam, h e
added _

I’Iatllk Seri Dr Mahathir stressed that ’  Tsl.am was not hanciicappsd  and had
never  prc=zventc!d  its ,followsrs  from seeking  wor ld ly  success.

The handicapped. were those who made interpretations that caused Muslims
to practice a way of  l:ifc! that hampsrsd their pogress,  he  added .

+Tt is  only through gllidance by the trlle Tslamic  t e a c h i n g s  w h i c h  d i d
not  re jec t  S~ICCC~~S  in the world that the plan’:for.Mnlays  to progress c a n  be
,implemented  e f f e c t i v e l y , +  he s a i d . .
“. Tn h.j s horlr-long  address , the Primp. Minjstep  alsi> ,touchsd  o n  ‘ t h e
responsibil it ies of  party members and rlrgsd them to striiis harder to bring
ahollt a new Malay and Rumjp\ltera race, one! which possessed a cul ttlre j n
keeping with the times, wi l l ing  to  face  chal lenges , able to cqmpsts w i t h o u t
ass.istance, knowledgeable and eC]ucated, advanced, sincere, djsciplinad,
trllstworthy  a n d  d i l i g e n t .  - -  mor&
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+A11 llmno m e m b e r s  mllst  cons.ider their task to create Malays a n d
Rllmip\lteras  o f  the  21st centllry as a +jihadt ( h o l y  w a r )  becatlsc! it is a
noble  strtigg.le to safeguard the! Tslamjc  be l ie f  and re l ig ion  among
Rllmiprlteras and other M11sl  ims ,+ he s a i d .

He sajd the era where Musljms q~larrclled wjth o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  bljndly
made enemies with non-Mlisl ims was over.

He ended hjs speech with th.is.  e m p h a s i s : +We have no ti.me.  for
interpretations of Tslam that are nonsense. We have no time to scramble for
posjt ions for ourselves. We do not need to ask who will replace whom. Wa do
not need cl icples and teams. We rlo not  need  to  was.ts time with  a l l  sorts  o f
sp)Rc111 a t i on _ + -- l3srnama
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