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MAHATHTR FEARS THE MAl.AYS WTI.1, RF. DOMTNATED ONCE AGAIN
Mahti  t hi r-(Jmno ( Corrupt i on )
bm 7,
KIJAI .A I .IJMPtJR , Nov 8, ( Ret-n&““) --  Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dt- M a h a t h i r

Soday expressed  concern  that  the  Malays will once a@a%-n++tVG53er
the yoke of  domination as in the days of colonial rule if corruption, a b u s e
of power and se1 f j shness  are left \lnr.he!c.kefl.

+Cot-rilpt ion and abrise of power, inclllding the power ta vofe, b r i b e r y
and support peddling arc! dirty and hideous and wjl.7 br:ing about disaster to
the race , religion and collntry,+  he said when opening the Umno general
assembly 1991 at the Merdeka Hall of the Putra World Trade Centre here
today.

Datllk Seri l3- Mahathir ,  who is  IJmno  president,  said that the i_l_l.
e f f e c t s  o f  corruptjon dlid not depend on the extent  o f  the  act  because o n c e
thR habit had been c~~ltivatecl, it wo~~1.d  eventual ly  .cqtlse the  downfal l  o f
the race.

+,ltlst as c:orrIlpti.on  and abtlse of power cm-x resulted  i n  t h e  M a l a y
states be.ing rlJlc?d by foreigners and the Malnys bejng dominated  by  them,
the habit to abtlse whatever power at any level will hinder and retard  the ir
st~ccess,+ he arlded.  -- m o r e
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,, Mahathi  r-llmno (Corrtlpt ion) 2 Kt1al.a Lump& ”

DatlJk Ssrli Dr Mahathjr cj ted ths c a s e  o f  .a f a r m e r  ,,Fi.nance Minjstsr as q
a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  p o s i t i o n  iitid power  had been aQ’is.e.d  for self intsr,esf  to
Sleek personal poplJlar_ity  wjthjn t h e  p a r t y  i . n  the hope  o f  ocqpying  a higher
position of  that of  Prime M i n i s t e r .

He sajd that the former Finance Minjstf?!r had even p.‘le,dged  $3,4)4)@
mi.llion to the Selangor government and a banking licence in return for
slIpport from the IJmno de legates  f rom the  s tate  for  a  certajn’post  jn fhe
SlJprcine  Colinc it .

The former Finanr.e  Minister had also, withpI< any hesitation, given an
+on-the-spot  grant+ ,  and licenses  to operate finance companjes  to Malay
c h a m b e r s  of c o m m e r c e  i n  every state t.o popularise.himself,  he ;IcI~cxI.

+A17 sor ts  of o t h e r  p o w e r s  o f  the Finsnce Mini.stry  had hem tltiljSf?d bY
h i m  merely to gain srlpport for hi.msclf in the contest to wrest the h i g h e s t
p o s t  jn IJmno,t  he sa.icl.

Hc! said that s1lr.h an tlgly practice!  should .  b e .  l&ksd lIpon  with distaste
and rejected  hut,  unfortunately, , there  were stj 11 .,peop.lc?  w h o  accept id
sl1bsc.r  ibc? to this approach. They incl\lde!d  ‘pe.opl e <n the. government and
p a r t y  Ileaders,  he  added. -- mot-f?
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M n h a t h i  r-i!rnno  (Corrupt  ion) 3 Kt~ala l.l!mptlr

Resides  the? Fjnance  M i n i s t e r , natuk SerJ,Dr Mahathjr a l s o  cjtsd t h e
cases  o f  h o w  certilin people became rich as a resrllt  of  the New Econom.ic
P o l i c y  b y  u s i n g  money to acqIi.jrF!  jnfluence to seek a place in the party a t
branch and rii visional l-eve1 s .

These people who sec\Ir-cd  positi.ons  in state-owned companies also ~lserf
their posts and earnings to gain support and positjon.

natIlk Seri. nr Mahathir also blamed some of’:thc!  ordinary citizf?ns  for
n o t  rlsjng thc!!r power to vote to elect  a leader ard, party  that  could  b r i n g
“progress to the nation brat. instead to seek’ certa in  *things  for  ‘ themselves .

+Ljke  jn the d a y s  llnrle!r  the arlmjnistratjon  of the! Mal’tiy r u l e r s ,  m a n y
p e o p l e  n o w  p l a c e  self i.nterest  above the race and collntry,+  he saicl.

He  added that what had happened  differed from the: days of ,the
indc?pc?ndence  f  ightct-s  1 ike TtlnktJ  Abd1~1  Rahmnn,  TIln Abcltll Razak, Ttln nr
Tsmaj  1 anal Ttm Sat-don ,l\rh_i  r who *strrlggled for the race., reljgjon and
homeland. -- more
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M a h a t h i  r-lJmno  ! Cot-rllpt  ion) 4 K11;lil a l.tlmpl~r

R e f e r r i n g  t o  colonjal  hjstory, l3atuk Serb Dr M a h a t h i r  rsminded  that t h e
Rri.tish  did not seize  -the M a l a y  s t a t e s  throrlgh battle brat had on the other
h a n d  been invited ber.a~~se  the Malay rulers at that ti.me were too weak to
govern e f fect ive ly .

Ha said at that tims several aristocrats were  at the helm of the Malay
states and regarded the states as their own and, thus,  spent the revenue as
they wish~l.

He acldsd : +The state was regarded as a dairy cattle that co~~ld be
mi lked  to  qrlench thejr’  own thjrst and not developed to txcomc! vjable,
st rang and sf?c.lIrc!  .

+There were frsqtlent  strllggles  for power within the royal family
beca~~sc!  the  person  jn power would  sectlt-e gajns for hi.mself.  F o r  t h a t
pl.\rpose, the assistance of  a foreign party had to be sorIght and,
event 11al3 y , t h e  M a l a y  states were intlndatad with foreign solders w h o

inrlirectly  p r o c e e d  t o  t-lllc! the pc,ovi.ncss concerned.+  - -  R e r n a m a
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