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Mohamad said Muslims
are a weak and backward
group because of their
failure to strike a balance
between worldly interests
and the demand of the Is-
lamic religion to prepare
for life hereafter.

This stemmed from the
erroneous teachings of
some ulamas who incor-
rectly defined Ad-deen or
way of life to mean that
they should focus on prep-
arations for the hereafter,
the Prime Minister and
Umno president added.

“If anyone who talks or
strives for happiness in
the world, the ulama will
accuse him of erring and
being unIslamic  because,
for the ulama, Ad-deen
means to prepare to face
the end of life onlv. he.,.
said.

Dr Mahathir said reli-
gious teachers who taught
Muslims not to strive
were shallow, arrogant
and proud.

“It is the teachings of
these ulamas that cause
Muslims to finish their
life solely in making prep-
arations to face the here-
after to the extent that
they do not have time to
seek worldly success,” he
said.

“If they are students,
they give up their studies,
while employees neglect
the work entrusted to
them.”

The Prime Minister
said Muslims should emu-
late the struggles of
Prophet Muhammad who
spread the teachings of
Islam until he succeeded
in making  Muslims a com-
munity that was strong
and knowledgeable and
the Islamic empire one
that was outstanding and
at the forefront of other
religions in the world of
knowledge.

He said if the Arabs in
those days were only con-
cerned about preparing
themselves for the here-
after. thev would not have
ventured- out of Mecca
and Medina on explora-
tions that brought them to
Malaya.

“If they only focussed
on preparing for the here-
after, the Malays  today
would still be praying to
mounds and trees,” he
said.

Regretfully, the Malays
today did not consider
themselves as being en-
trusted to advance in or-
der to be more capable of
;rdmg Islam, he add.

Dr Mahathir stressed
that Islam was not handi-
capped and had never
prevented its followers
from seeking worldly suc-
cess.

The handicapped were
those who made interpre-
tations that caused MUS-
lims to practise  a way of
life that hampered their
progress, he said.

“It is onlv throunh guid-
ance by the true&imic
teachings which did not
reject-success in the
world that the plan for
Nalays to progress can be
mplemented effective-
I,” he said. - Bernama
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