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MALAYSTA WTII. NOT RECOME A REPURBILIC, SAYS MAHATHI’R

Mahathir - Rulers -

bn " Q‘)

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 1 @, (Rernama)-- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad qazrlcm‘r)( isms 1 evel 1 ed at the Malay rulers duri Ng—theUMNO
gemeraT assembly which ended todaydo not at allmean that Malaysiais to
become areptih 1l ja.

+What the delegatesraisedduring the assembly are constructive
criticisms to correct the situation before it IS too late + he said.

The criticisms were made because UMNO loved the monarch; he said when
replying to matters rajsed during debate at the close of \:“I,w as‘sembly.

Patuk Seri Dr Mahathir, Who is UMNQ nresident .. hoped that rulers
understood the matter as the party’s intention was goocf Qalng {%at,+ we
don’ t want tobearepublic.+

He said ths criticisms had to bemade before it was too later and at
this point, the sjtuatijoncouldstiliibe rectified -- more
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“He sajd if the situation got out of hand and the people started to

oppose the monarchy’, criticisms would .be useeless then.
The Prime Minister hoped Thd‘r the rulers would not- ‘take eiception to
the criticiams. . .

+They were justoriticisms...sometimes we get a little bit rough, UMNGO
peonle are rough somet imes .

+Rut what is important is when something goes amiss, we have to point
jitout . W e do it in good fajith,+ he sajd.

+UMNO" has never wanted to turn the countryinte a republic ....our
consti tution clearly says so....+ he sajid.

The Prime Minister said the monarchy was 1mportant as without the”’ Malag
rulers there wouldheno Malay customs. -- _more .
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Datuk SeriDr Mahathir saidhe had already, mﬂ""‘l"d the people's
feelings aboutthe constitutional monarchy issue ‘to -the Conference of
Rulers.

He said he had explained to the rulers last year's UMNO general
assembliyresolut ion on the mat t er. N

The Prime Minister saidalthoughthere are laws which prohibit
ridjcul ing of the rulers, pointsrajsed by the delegates were outside the
“interpretation of those rules.

Delegat esdebat ;i ng various mot jons during the four-day assembly had
generally « =\11<’d on the government to amend the Fgderal Constitution to
curb rul ers' involvement in the administration, politics and economy.

Datuk SerinNr Mahathir said he had also told the Conference of Rulers.
that last year’'s UMNO general assembly resolutionwas al so in the interests
of the Malays.

Hequoted the Engl ish proverb that +sometimes it's necessary to be
eruel in order to be Kind+. ) X . .

Speaking to reporters later, Datuk Ser1 Dr Mﬁhﬁthlf SFH\d:‘HUP. have not
reached the stage to consider amending the Constitution (with regard to the
posit ion of the rinlers)+. --- Bernama
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