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KUALA l.CJMPIJR,  Nov 1  fl,, ( Rernama  ) -- P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  l%tuk Set-i I3r Mahdthir

Mohamad  sa.i rl cr_i t j cj sms  1 eveI 1 e!cl at the MaJay.’ rulers durj ng the IJMNO
gmF!ra I? assRmblY w h i c h  e n d e d  today do not  at  al.1 mean  that Malaysia i,s to
beccm~! a I-c?pl lb 1 j c .

+What  the rlelc?gatcs raised rlllr-i.ng  t h e  a s s e m b l y  a r e  c o n s t r u c t i v e
crjt_icjsms  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  slitllatjon  before _it i s  too  late  +  he sajd.
The cri ticisms WC-~-C  m a d e  becnt~se IJMNO  l o v e d  the m o n a r c h ;
rc.plying to matters rajsed dur-jng debate a t  the c l o s e  o f he sai’d when

O;?tilk  SerT’. Dr Mahatkti.r,  w h o  is IJMNO  nrssident
tie assembly.

hoped that  ru lers
undc?rstood  the matter as ‘the party’s jktsntjon  kas good  adding  that ,+  we
d o n ’  t w a n t  to be a rep:711bl  ic .+

He Si)id ths  cr i t i c i sms had to  be macl~  be fore  i t  was  too  later  and at
th:is po_int, t h e  sj tuatjon cc11~1d  stj 11 be r e c t i f i e d _  - -  m o r e

Vl@/ll/i9-l@MST

I’ “ H e  sajcl if the sjtllatjon  got out of hand and’ths people. s t a r t e d  t o
oppose the monarchy’, c r i t i c i s m s  wo111rl  .be IIS~.C!~.RSS  they.

~

_’ The P r i m e  Mjnisl-er hoped th:jt t h e  ru7ers wc’~uIld  q~bt( take exceptjon t o
thR crit i.ciSms_ ,’

+They w e r e  jllst ~~ri.tir..isms-  _ .sometimss  we get’s li.ttle bit rotlgh , UMNO
!2c?cJpl  F! ar-f? rough SOlllc:~t  j IlleS .

+Fillt what is important is when something .goss amiss, we have to point
j t OtJt . W e  do i t  jn g o o d  fRjth,+ he sajcl. 1:

+I.IMNO h a s  never‘  wanted  to  tl1r.n t h e  collntry intti a rqxibl ic ,.. . . .our
constj  tution clearly says.:.  so. . . .+ hr. si=~tjd. . .

The  Prime Minister said the monarchy was im&rtant as without ths’Malay
r u l e r s  t h e r e  wo111d be no Malay  c\lstoms.  -- more . . :
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Mahsthi r  - Rrllers 3 I<~)al;?.  i.umpur-  ’ ’ ’
Dat\lk  Serb Dr M a h a t h i r said hc! had a lready conv,eysd’  fhe peop3e’s

fec?l ings abollt thf? c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o n a r c h y i&sui: ‘ to  athe Conference! o f
RIJ~  ers .

He said he h a d  ~xplninc-!d  t o  t h e  r~~‘re,.rs  l a s t  .yeijlr’s UMNO general-. .,
assembly rc?sol Iit ion on the mat t cr.

The P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  said a’lthollgh there ?!.rF!  Jaws tihich p r o h i b i t ’

r:irlj cul ing of the r-1~1 ers, po.ints  rajscd by  the  de legates  were outs ide  the
.intc!rprc:tati.on  o f  those rlllt?s.

Del egat es  dI??hat  :i ng varj ous mot j 017s durjng t h e  fo\Jti-day aSSemb7y had
general ly cal lcrl on the government to amend the F@eral. Constitution t?
crlrh rul et-s  ’ .involvement  jn the arlminjstr.atSon;poljtics  and  economy.  1

natilk,  Sic?t_i Dr M a h a t h i r  s a i d  h e  h a d  Also told the (lonfersncs  of Rollers.
t h a t  l a s t  y e a r ’ s  IlMNO  general a s s e m b l y  resolut  jon w.as al so in the jnterests
of -the Malays. 5

Hp. qlJoter1  the Engl ish proverb that +sometims& Oi_t“s nscsssalty  t o  be
qr11c!1  lin order  t o  he kj ncj+ _ .

Speaking to reporters later, KIatllk  Seri nr’ M’ahat<ir sai\d  : +Uhe  h a v e  n o t
reached  the stage to consj c-let-  a m e n d i n g  the Constj tutlion (with  rsgard to the.
p0si.t ion of  the rollers)+.  --- gsrnama
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