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PM ADVISES THE RAR COUNCTI. TO PUT TTSHOUSE TN ORDER FTRST

Mahathir-lawyers

b

RUALA i UMPUR |, Nov (w\(?vrnama) -- Datuk Seri Dr_Mahathir Mohamad today
advised the Bar Councilio putits house in order before trying to find
fault with others.

The PriwmeMinister saidthat the council frequently stressed upon the
government to uphold the rule of law while on the other hand the councii
itself did not adhere to the law.

Winding the debateon the finaiday of the Umno general assembly here,
he criticised the council for not abiding by the law when trying to remove
Lord President Tun Abdul Hami d Omar from his post through contempt of court
proceedings

Sucha process was not provided for under the Constitution and they as
1 earned lawyers shouldot awareo this, he said.

Datuk Seri NDr Mahathir challenged the council to point to the provision
inthe law that states that a judge couidbe removed throughthis process.
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He a1 so arjticised former Lord President Tun Suffian Hashim who had
supported the stand taken by the council to call on the govegnment to
admi nj sfer‘ in accordance withtherule of law.

The Prime Minister alsochided Tun Suffian fot his statement that US
Presi dent George Rush woitl d be envious of the power held by him (Datuk Serj
Nr Mahathir) . : ,

Speaking to report ers lat er | the Prime.Minister said that he was
confident that the BRar Councilwouldtwist and turn.the statements made
regarding the body at the general assembly to’ o’rhpr Associat ions in the
world especially the US.

+This is certainly their tho . we shotild not «compromise any more in
this mat ter,+ hesaid.

Referving to the amendment to The!ega] Profession -‘Act 1976 to ensure
that the councildid not infringe their rights and freedom, hesaid that
thematter would be conducted in accordance with the’' law.

+We willnot do anything that will contravene the Constitution or the
law ... we certa i nly pract i{se the riile of law ... the one. who does not is

the Rar Councj 1l ,+hesaid.-— more
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Tn his speech whi ch fook over an hour, the PrimeMinister said that
government officers would not be aﬂowvd to be active in politics as
suggested by a delegateduringthe debate . |

He said that the administrative system would be affected if
administrators were allowed to be active in politics. .

NDatik SeriDr Mahathir also stressed the need for Umno leaders to
strjvefurther to strengthen the party by providing excellent servijce to
members and the people so that the party would remain in power.” -- RBernama
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