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Japan iniereste&@& seems
‘preve&ed?fi%?& joining
JAPAN is interested in join-
ing the proposed East Asia
Economic Caucus but is he-
ing prevented by certain
quarters from doing so,
prirnnh~in)ster  I)atuk,-%4
Ir tuamad,  said

yesterday.
“l‘ve spoken to rrm~y  Jar)-

ancse who have said that
lhey w a n t  t o  j!jin the
EAEC,” the Prim& Minister
he said at a Press conference
at the end of the three-day
Umno General Assembly
yesterday.

A s k e d  w h e t h e r  thcrr
were differing views in Ja
pan on the question of its
membership. Dr Mahathir
replied in the affirmative.

Dr Mahathir, who is the
Umno president, was asked
to commr;nt  on a report in

our efforts with our Ascan
friends. Wt> will contact oth-
er nations that are within
the East Asian region.”

On whether he will lr(>
seeking an audicncc w i t h
thf>  f<uJcrs  to inform t!irm of
t!~c criti4rxns  by Urnno  dcle-
gates. hr said.  “1 thittk ihey
kn<)*a...tllcy  also  rc~arl t h e
papers. .lf I am asked.  I will
tell.”

On the call for the Consti-
t u t i o n  t o  be amended to

curb th3t7 al~uscs.  I)r Mn-
hathir said. “WC have not
reach(4  thnt Ic\~l vet”.

Oti his h:rrd hitting rriti-
cisnis against the liar Cou~i-
cil. I)r Mnhaltiir 5~1d.  “I a m
certain that tlxsy will give
an inacxxrratc,  af-count  of the
speeches made  during pro-
c:ecdlr:gs i n  tl-rp past thref>
tlavs t o  thr-4;rterican  1111r
Asbciation.  world jurist
and other simiiar bodies.
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