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DATwathir
Molly “thanked”
the former Lord President,
Tun Mohammed Suffian Ha-
shim, for implying that he
(Dr Mnhathir) had the pow-
er that made even US Prcsi-
dent George Bush envious.

Tun Suffian, opening last
month’s Malaysian Law
Conference, had said that
the power exercised by DI
Mahathir in Malaysia would
be the envy pf President

R u s h .
Winding up the three-day

Umno General  AssembIy,
Dr Mahathir said he was
puzzled by Tun Suffian’s
statement because to his
knowledge the President of
the United States of Ameri-
ca was the world’s most
powerful man.

“ WC are talking of a man
who could send an army to
al tack a neighbouring coun-
try, arrest its President and
charge him in an American
court under an American
law.

“If  Tun Suff ian s t i l l
thinks I am mJre  powerful
t h a n  Presi#nt  H u s h ,  I
would not @nd trading the
posts of Umno president and
the Prime Minister of Ma-
laysia with the US Presi-
dent. I can rule the United
States and he can rule Ma-
laysia.

“With my power as the US
President, I can send an
army to Malaysia to arrest
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Tun Suffian. I will bring him
to the United States and
charge him under the Amer-
ican law,” he said to the roar
of laughters and applause
from the floor.

Referring to the delegates’
condemnation of the Bar
Council, Dr Mahathir said
the council was so obsessed
with its power and rights
that it had on many occa-
sions acted outside the very
kzd;hat  it purported to de-

He said while the Govern-
ment, acting upon the com-
plaint of the Yang d&Per-
tuan Agon r had religiously

bobserved t c provisions of
the constitution in remov-
ing Tun Mohaamed Salleh
Abas,  the council totally ig-
nored them.

He said Tun Salleh was
removed by a tribunal made
up of members of his peers
and was given ample oppor-
tunity to defend himself.

“The fact that he refused
to attend the hearing of the
tribunal was another mat-
ter.

“Rut the learned Bar had
resorted to the contempt of
court  proceedings to r e -
move the present Lord Pres-
ident, Tun Abdul Hatnid
Omar,”  said Dr Mahathir.

He asked: “Where in the
constitution is the provision
that a Lord President can be
removed through contempt
of court proceedings?”
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