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.JAKARTA  , Nov 11' ( Rernama  ) -- cr‘
Two  3ndonesian  dai l ies  today saluted

Malaysia for its ‘boldness in oritjejsing  the United States which had asked
,lalpan not to silppor-t  the proposed East Asi.a Economic Caucus (EAEC)
sponsored by ASEAN.

Harian Merdeka, Tndonesia’s  oldest daily,  and Bsrita Buana,  deseribsd
IP r i m e  Mi,nister Datult Seri Dr Mahathir MohamaLs- act ion  in  cri.ticising t h e

(J.S. as a bold move in the right Airsotion.
+ Jt js not a Ma’laysian  culture to be passive when there is  a need to

sneak out . Tt  i s  there fore  not  s\lt-prising  that they hit back at the (J-S.
which is c.onsjderecl  a close fr iend o f  many Asean c o u n t r i e s  ,+ sajd t h e
Rerita Rllnna. i n  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  _

Datllk Seri L’r M a h a t h i r  eritioisecl  the IJ.S. attitute l a s t  w e e k  f o l l o w i n g
a report that the American Secretary  of State James Baker had asked Japan
n o t  t o  stlpport ,ths  EAEC, a forIJrn for stepping up free trade among countries
in the East  As ian reg ion . - -more

Prc-?ss  2  (last)  *Jakarta

Hat-ian Merdeka  said t h a t  the (J-S. and ,Japan  were capable of taking
political action through the ir  aggress ive  foreignpo3icies.

However, the daily was confident that MaI_aysia’e aspiration to set up
the EAEC would be real.isecl  if -it had antiojpated the probl.em  and p l a n n e d

2, the way ot1t.
One of the ways was to enhance rslati.ons with West,ern Europe, states ’

i.n Indo-China and C:hina  and among the Asean' memb,,k countrjes, the paper
said.
The paper  sai,d the United States should be’Lensit.ive  to the aspirations

of other count r.i es, espeei al.,I y the smal I developing oountri es.
+The (1.S. shollld not dream of maki.ng  its development model as the only

one for the world,+ the paper said.--Bernama 1’
‘.
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