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LIMA'Q{ EXHTBITION A SUCCESS, MAHATHIR
Maha t hi r-maritime @

ILANGKAWT , Nov 11\’(Bernama) -- The Langkawi International Maritime and
Aerospace (L.TMA'919 exhibition is a success for a-first time show of its
kind, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad isaid today.

+There has beena lot of seriousness on the part of the exhibitors
towards this exhibition and T understand that some deals were concluded,+
he told reporters after launching themaritime exhihition of the LIMA'Q] at
the Kuah jetty here.

He said the success was evident in the number of aircraft, vessels and
exhibj tors taking part inthe fjve-day government-supported event.

About 154 conpani es and their agents from 15 countries. are taking part
in the show which has seen at least one purchase of aircraft so far.

The Berjaya Air Charter today signed an agreement for the purchase of a
Y-12 light transport aircraft from China’'s Harbin Aircraft Manufacturing
Corporation.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir also said the fees charged to the exhibitors
such as aircraft parking fees were not toohigh as the government had +more
or less+ subsidised the show. --more.
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Hedid not believe that the 1.LTMA'91 show was-.-the most expensive of its
kind because it was stijillcheaper holding it in Langkawj compared to other
countries. . ‘

Datuk Set-i Dr Mahathir said the present organisers should be given the
chance to run thenext LTMA show scheduled in1993.

Many-had commended the organisers for a +verg'good¥_mb done,
considering that it was "thejir first experience, he said.

+We know things could have beenbetter but T am satisfied with the
show,+ hesajd.

Datuk Set-i Dr Mahathir said the orgam%Prqtntttaﬂgwantpdto do a
small show and certajnlydid not an‘r;mpa‘rp such success especially after
the Gulf WAr. --more.
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Accordi ng to him, Langkawij is a good venue for staging. aerospace
exhibit ions as it is far from the normal communications routes, not so busy
airspace and low population densjty.

More and more airshows were now being held away from populated areas to
counter possibility of accidents, he said, ci tjng the case of Germany where
ai rshows had beenbanned following an accident several years ago.

Earlier, when launching a pictorial hook +Langkawi:Legendsin the
Paradise+ at the Pelangi Reach Resort, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the
government fel t that itcould make Langkawia veryqurceqqfu] resort
island.

+Tn doing so, we haveimproved the standard tJthvtng of l.Langkawi
js1 anders . Langkawj people must admit that they are prospering now,+ he
said.

He also said that the government’'s move to promote l.angkawi as the
centre for aviation-based industrywould create downstream and supporting
service industries.

The book isthe works of Malaysian photographer, C.T. Fong. —--Bernama.
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