Mahathir: Why

Malaysia can ¥
criticise the West

MALAYSIA can afford to criti-

cise the actions of the United

States and some European

countries because of its strong

financial position, Datuk Seri
1 ad said.

He said countries which had
to plead for financial help from
the West every year would not
be able to voice their views so
0 .

He, said these countries
could not afford to adopt the
strong stand that Malaysia had
taken.

“After my speech in the Unit-
ed Nations recently, many de-
veloping countries said they
agreed with everything voiced
by me but they could not afford
to air their views,” he said at
the close of the Umno genera
assembly. )

He said it was important for
Malaysia to maintain a stron
economy with a stable politi
situation.

He, however, said Malaysia
could not be too bold without
calculating its ability first.

The Government, he assured,
would continue to make deci-
sions based on careful consid-
eration. ~

He sdid every decision had to
be weighed carefully to ensure
the country’ s success.

In an apparent reference to

Irag, he said a certain country
had gone into the Gulf war say-
ing It was the “mother of all
battles’ but it had lost finally.

Dr Mahathir said the Goyv-
ernment had to make certain
decisions which were correct
but might not be popular with
the people.

He said many Latin Ameri-
can countries had taken popu-
lar decisions which went down
well with the people but these
nations had become bankrupt.

“Malaysia can also become
bankrupt if we want to be popu-
lar al the time,” he said.

On Malaysia's strong econo-
my, he said many African lead-
ers were invited-to visit Malay-
sia before the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) in Kuaa Lumpur in
1989.

“They promised to come but
did not show up because they
thought Malaysia was just an-
other developing country and
there was nothing for them to
learn from,” he said.

However, when these |eaders
turned up for the CHOGM
meeting, they were surprised
by what they saw.

These countries were now
sending their people to under-
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