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MARA SHOULD RE MORE SFRIOUS TN DEVELOPING BUMIPUTERAS, SAYS MAHATHIR
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KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16, (Bernama) -- MARA should he mote serious in

efforts to develop Bumiputeras in the socio-economic sector,especiallyin
entrepreneurship, Prime Ministev Datuk Seri DrMahathir Mohamad said today.

He sajdMARA's achi evements were nof proportionatetothe amount. of
money the government had spent on it,.

Althongh MARA had great)yv helped Rumiputeras in various socjo-economic
acti vities, its achievements were still not up to expectations, he said
when launching MARA's 25th awniversary celebrations at. the Putra World
Trade Centre here. :

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said if the same amoust of money werte given to
the non-Bumiputeras, they would definitely have Jeft the Bumiputeras
further behind. ’

He suggested that MARA layv more emphasis ONnbusiness ethics in their
training and guidance programmes for Bumiputera entrepreneurs.

Tf businessmen depended NNl v ON capital and qualifications without.
understandi ng business ethi ¢s, they wonld not. he ableto tastemuch
snecess, he said. -- more |
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said those swccessful iii business were not.
people with high qual ifications and hig capital but those with business
acumen and ethics. _

He advised MARA to concentrate on moulding entrepreneurs with qualities-
snited for business and who would keepto.their promises, especiallyin
rtepaving loans.

+Fthics are impartant, especially in getting loapns, because once you
fail to repay the money vou wi J) not. he able toget anotherjoanto
continue with your business,+ he added. .

He also chided entreprenenrs who left it to capital and chancein their
ventures, saying the number of neople who succeeded in this manner was
small.

+We should bow to the reality of buginess by alwayscomparing our
position with that of other races and - try to overcome our shortcomings,+ he
said. —-- more
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The Prime Minister sajd many Bumiputeras still believed that capital
alone would hring them success in business and had borrowed buge- loans with
the hope of reaping hig profits.

IInfartunately, when thebusiness failed theycould not. repay the money,
cansing them +to move back two steps instead of going forward one step+, he
said,

+There i s NO use in. frequentiyengaging consultants tostudy the
weaknesses Of Rumiputeras when we Ourselves already know the reasons,+ he
said.

Datuk SeriDr Mahathir said Bumiputeras should tey: fo ‘rectify the
weaknesses themselves instead of depending On Others “to do sobecause one
shouldunot depend on the® sympathy of others to achieve success.

He also advised Tnstitult Teknologi Mara (JTM)students to concentrate

nn their studies instead of indulging in non-heneficia.l activities. -- more
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Datuk SeriDrMahathirsaid they should. not waste thepeople's money  on
irrelevant matters .

At. One time, TTM gave problems to the government because the main
activity of its students was tohold demonstrations, he said. ‘;w

+Tfthat is what they want., the government, can have aschool for
demonstrations,+ he said.

At. the ceremony, former Prime Mini stetthelate Tun AbdulRazak was
posthumous)y awarded the Tokoh MARA award. Datuk SeriDr Mahatmr presented
the award to TunHajah RabahMohamad Noah, Tun Razak’ s wWidow. ||

Datuk SeriDr Mahathir also presentedsouvenirsto 14. former MARA
Chairmen. '

Public Enterprises Minister Datuk Dt Yusof Nor told reporters later
that the MARA Quality Centre would conduct murses on business ethics soon.
-- BRetrnama
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