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PM SAYS THE EAEC  FORMAT WITeTt REMAIN  UNCHANCrF,D  .,.- '.
Mahathir-EREC
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-.

KIIATnA  TJIMP~IR,  WV 1.6 ,(Eernama)  --
cP .

Prime Min<ster  Datuk  Seri III- Mahathir
Mohamad  today djsmissed  the possibility  that the format  of the East Asja
F.c~Cauc:us  (EAEC:)  will.  he changed further.

The format, ha11 been cha~~ged  before but. certain  parties still sajd that.
it. was not. suitdble, he said referring t,o the change from t.he East. Asia
Econ0m.i  c: Group to the EAEC.

+We have?  changed it. i11read.y. Whatever (changes) rntifle it. wil.1 st.i.lJ  not.
he suit,abJe  (t.0  t,heir views),+ he told reporters afterlaunchjng  the .,

. national-level Filmily  Day celebrations at. Taman  Tasik Perdana  here.
He was r:omment,ing  on a report. from Seoul quot.ing  a foreign mini sbl

from an Asian c:ount.ry  t.hat.  t.he Malaysia-proposed F.&&C might he modified and
combeine!d  wit.11 several ot.her proposals at t,he Asean Bqn$it.  in January.
Referring t.o the act.ion  of some parties who t.ri.ed  t,o t.arnish  Malaysia's

-image at t,he Asia Pacjfj  c: Economi r: Cooperation (Apec) forum j.n Seoul,  ha
said t.hat,  Maliysia  could  not. do nnyt.hing  about it., *

tWe cannot do anyt.h.ing (because) t,hey  are strong  while we arc! Fat.. WF: ’
just.  have t.o accept.  it,,+ ht? said. -- more
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However, he saj d that.  Malaysia wou.1  cl t,ry to proceted  .t.o implement  ‘the
EAEC ai t.liough  t.llere  were ohject.ions by certain parties.

Meanwl-15  le, Dalxk  Zeri Dr Mahat.h:ir sajcf. t,hat  National, Fam.i  Jy Day WO,IJ~~
not. he der:lared  a pnhlir:  hol,iday  lxr:a.usF:  it, wou1'd mean anot.her  day when

due t.o t.he philosophy ok

He sai.d t.hat.  bawever  rich ;I count-.x-y,  it. would become  bankrupt. if it. had
to hear t,he hl~rden  of fee!ding  a large nnmbp.r  of its people as what, was
h;lppening  in several cauntriets which had t.o fully support. 10 per cent. of.
t.hej r pop111 at.i cm.

Nat.i&aJ.  l!nit.y  anal Social Development. Minist.sr  Dat,nk  Napsiah  Otiar, i.n
he.1 speech, saicl that.  the government's move t.o declare National Famjly  Day ’
refJer:t.ecJ  t,he gnvernment,'s  earnest.ness in balancing mat.erial_ and spiritual
(Ieve opme,nt,.

Tt, was also proof t,hat.  Malaysia placed  emphasis on t.lie role of t.he *

fam.i ly jn nat.:ional  development. as t,he 1Jn.ite.d  Nat.jons  would only declare
Tnt.ernat.ionaJ. Famil.y  Day in J.994. -- more
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