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KOALA  LUMPUR, Sat. - Gov-
ernment agencies entrusted with
producing Bumiputera entrepre-
neurs should place greater em-
phasis on training them in busi-
ness ethics instead of merely
providing capital for business
ventures,  Datuk Seri D Ma-
hat-aid tocta$.
EPrime  Minfster saidagen-

ties such as Mara  should concen-
trate on offering guidance pro-
grammes since it has been
proven that having sufficient
capital did not guarantee entre-
preneurial success.

Launching Mara’s  25th anni-
versary celebrations at the Putra
World Trade Centre. he said al-
though Mara has helped Bumi-
puteras in various socto-econom-
ic activities, its achievements
were still not up to expectations.

Also present were Public En-
terprises Minister Datuk Dr Yu-
sof Nor, his deputy Datuk Dr Siti
Zahara Sularman  and Mara

chairman Encik Mohamed Tam-
rin Abdul Ghafar (see also Page
5).

Calling for more serious efforts
on the Dart of Mara to develor,
Bumiputera entrepreneurship,
he said Mara’s  achievements
were not proportionate to the
amount of money the Govem-
ment had snent on it.

“If the same amount of money
was spent on nonBumiputeras,
they would have progressed
much more and left Bumiputeras
further behind.

“Mara and other organisations
should concentrate on moulding
entrepreneurs with

. ??llt’essuited for business whlc mclud-
ed teaching them to keep their
promises, especially when it
comes to repaying loans.

“Ethics is important. Entre-

institutions or Mara,”  he said,
chiding those who took loans
from Mara thinking that they

need not repay them.
Dr Mahathir said many Bumi-

puteras still believed that capital
alone would bring them success
in business and had borrowed
huge sums of money in the hope
of reaping large

g
rofits.

When their usiness failed,
they could not repay their loans
and ended up “two steps behind
instead of going one step for-
ward”.

Bumiputeras also need to rec-
tify their weaknesses themselves
instead of depending on others to
do so.

Former Prime Minister, the
late Tun Abdul Razak, was post-
humously awarded the Tokoh
Mara award at the ceremony. Dr
Mahathir resented the award  to
Tun RazaR’s  widow Tun Hajah
Rahah Mohamad Noah.

Dr Mahathir also presented
souvenirs to 14 former Mara
chairmen before touring an exhi-
bition highlighting Mara’s
achievements over the last 25
years.
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