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KUALA  LUMPUR:  Prime Min-
ister Datuk Serr Dr Mahathir
Moharhad  wants Mara to re-
view its role and set a goal as
its achievements so far have
been unsatisfactory.

He said Mara’s achieve-
ments were not proportionate
to the amount of money spent
on it hy the (;overnment.

‘The agency. he said. should
be -nore serious m its efforts
to develop humlputras  in the
socio-economic  sector, espe-
cially in entrepreneurship.

“If the same amount of mon-
ey and training were given to
non-bumiputras, they would
definitely have left the hnmi-
putras further behind,” he said
when launching Mara’s  25th
anniversary celebrations.

Dr Mahathir advIsed Mara  to
lay more emphasis on business
ethics in their training and
guidance programmes.

Capital and qualifications
without understanding busi-
ness ethics would not help bu-
miputra entrepreneurs, he
said.

“The successful non-bumi-
putras are not those who score
many distinctions (in school
examinations). Some cannot
even converse well but ihey
become millionaires,” hc said.

Dr Mahathir said he wanted
Mara  to conduct a course on
ethics for scholarship holders.

H e  aI20 advised Mara to
mould entrepreneurs with
quahtles  suited for busmcss
and who keep to their prom
IXS, espcc12;ly  m r epay ing
ioans.

He chided those who 11ad  the
notion that Mara loans need
not be repaid.

Dr Mahathir said the atti-
tude was especially common
among those who took study
loans

“Once you fail to repay the
money, you will not be able to
get another loan to continue
with your business: he said.

There were also entrepre-
neurs who relied on capital and
chance in their ventures, he
said, adding that the number of
people who succeeded in this
manner was small.

Some entrepreneurs, he said,
lacked the capital and skill but
wanted to carry out big busi-
nesses.

“It’s like if you only have the
capital to sell kacang putih,
but you want to sell Proton Sa-
gas,” he added.

Dr Mabathir  said bumiputra
entrepreneurs should acknowl-
edge the reality of business by
comparing  their position with
that of the other races.

He said many bumiputras
still believed that capital alone
would bring them success in
business and had borrowed
huge loans with the hope of
making huge profits.

“Unfortunately, when their
business fails, they cannot re-
pay the money, causing them
to move back two steps instead
of going forward,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said there was
no use in constantly-engaging
consultants to study the we%k-.
nesses of bumiputras when the
community itself knew the rea-
sons.

He urged bumiputras not to
rely on others to help them
achieve success, but to rectify
their own weaknesses.

“For example, you cannot
even find a good Malay restau-
rant on par with the progress
of the country. If you go to a
hotel, you will find Chinese,
Japanese, Western and Italian
restaurants but not a Malay
restaurant,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said nasi lemak
might be served in the hotels
as part of the breakfast menu,
but there was no posh Malay
restaurant.

“There is no place where one
can dress up. for example, to
wear a bow-tie, for a Malay
dinner. Does it mean that one
must only sit on the floor to eat
Malay food?” he asked.

Dr Mahathir also advised In-
s t i t u t  TeknolQgi  Mara UTM)
students to concentrate on
their studies instead of indulg-
ing in non-beneficial activities,
adding that they should not

waste the people’s money.
At one time, he said, the Gov-

ernment faced a lot of prob-
lems from ITM students be-
cause the main activity of the
students was to hold demon-
strations.

“If that is what they want,
the Government can have a
school for demonstrations,” he
quipped.

Earl ier ,  Mara c h a i r m a n
Tamrin Ghafar said 80 per
cent of the financial allocation
received by Mara went to edu-
cation and training.

He said that although the in-
vestments were not in the
form of monetary gains, the
rewards were in the form of
manpower development.

Former Prime Minister, the
late Tun Abdul Razak, was
posthumously awarded the To-
koh Mara award.

Dr Mahathir presented the
award to Tun Hajjah Rahah
Mohamed Noah, Tun Razak’s
widow.
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