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BANGI, Nov 18 ,(Bernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

hamad today called for fair distribution of high=Tech and nhigh
value-added industries in the country without restricting their location to
a few states ...

several states had heavy concentration of high-tech industries and the
time had come for such industries to be established in the deprived states,
he said. '

Tt was the policy of the government. toengure that the industries were
establ i shed in a Jstates, he told reporters after opening the Hitachi
El ectronicProducts (M) 8dv Bud factory and the Hitachi Air Conditioning
Products (M) §dn Bhd factory, here.

Da tuk Seri Dr Mabathi v sa i d the government. would provide i nf rastructure
faci) ities in the states,includingMelaka, Kedah, Pahang and Terengganu,
toattract investors in an effort. tocreate more jobs.

He said several west coast, states were also faced with an insufficient
number of workers, and industries would be forced to be established in -
other states.-— more
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The prime mini ster said the government, p3an.ne.d tolocateindustriesin
the east coast states, and the Malaysian Tudustrial Development. Authority
(Mida) was strivingto encourage investment, there.

+But.i nvestors prefer rtohe here (west. coast,) . However, now that there
is 3 ack of space and shortage of workers, it, can he assumed that, the t.ime
bas come for them (investors) to go to areas with fewer industries,+ he
aid.

Speaking at the function, -Datuk SeviDrMabathir said the government,
was now more interestedinindustries with large capital and high
vatue-added and which were sophisticated.

Datuk SeriDrMahathirsaidthat as unemployment, was no more a problem,
the government no 1 ongev vequi red labour-intensive projects which produced
gonds with low value-added and a Jow Jevel of technology.

He said Malaysia had a bright future in the electrical and electronics
fi el ds as was evi dent. from theexperience of companies such as Hitachi,
Matsbushita, Motorola and Tutel, adding that Malaysian manpower could
compete wi ththat of Japan and the United States in terms of quality and
productivi ty . ——more n
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The primeminister a so said thatthe government, was establishing a
high technology indnstrial site in Kalim, Kedab, to locate industries using
sophisticated technology, and create a new era for the-nation's industrial
sector,

El aboratingonthe mattev to reporters later, he said several
industri es there had begun operations.

Tn bis speech, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said. the goverument had approved
13mamnf acturi ng projects of Hitachi, all in theelectrical and electronics
fields. They have pi-ovi ded jobs for more than 6,000 people.

The chairman of Hitachi, Encik KatsushigeMita, said the company was
prond to he associated with Malaysia's goal of becoming a developed unation
by the year 2020,

Hi tachiElectronic Products (M) Sdn Bhd, which. was established with an
investment. of $8@mill 1 on, produces among other things colovr tel svi sion
sets and Vi dec cassette recorders while Hi tachi Air Conditioning Products
(M} 8dn Bhd, withaninvestwent capital of $168mi JI jon, produces among
other things Wi ndow and split. unit air conditioners. _

At the function, Encik Mi ta presented Datuk SeriDr Mahathir a cheque
for §5¢, 000 for Rakti, thewel fare association of wives of ministers and
depnty ministers.-— Bernama
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