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MAHATHTIR TO SPEAK ON BEHATF OF ASIA AT SECOND G-15 SUMMIT
Mabathir-summit @i

by Donald Baptist '«

KURLA TUMPUR,Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dt Mahathir
Mohamad will speak on hehalfof Asia at. the second G-15 summit. in the
Veneziietan capital, Caracas, next. week.

The honourisin recognition of therolethe Prime Minister and
Malaysiahave plaved in promoting South-South co-operation, Foreign
Ministry Secretary-General DatukAhmad Kami 1 Jaaf ar said today.

He talda brleflng forveporters on theNov 27-29 summit, that it was
the desire of the leaders of the G-J 5 countri es that Datuk SeriDr Mahathir
be cliosen to speak for the Asian countries.

Datuk Ahmad Kami? conl d not. say what. would he the highlights of the
Prime Minister's address but issues closeto Datuk Seri Dr Mabathir's heart,
i ncluded the need for world organisationslike the United Nations and its
agencies torespondtotheneedsand aspirations of Third World countri es.

Other i ssnes werethe promotion of peace and’ security, now that, the
world wasmoving i nto an evaof peace, the debt servicingprabl ems facing
developingcountries andenvironment and sustainable development..

At the summit, which is. to follow the highly successful format. of the
inavgural summit-, hostedbyMalaysia here in June Jast year, Datuk SeriDr
Mahathic wil 1 alsohand over chairmanship to Venezuelan Pre3|dent Carlos
Andres Perez. -- mare '
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Malaysia was the prime mover in the formation of G-15, a working group
for leaders of developing countries to- act, as a catalyst. for greater
co~operati on among Third World courtri es.

Ttsmembers ave Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Egypt,” Tndia, Indonesia,
Jamaica, Malavsia,Mexico,Nigeri @ Peril, Senegal ,Veneznela Yugosl avi a
and Zimbabwe

Although Datuk SeriDrMahathir relinquisbed chalrmanshlp he would
sti 11 he involved in the summit steering commi ttee called TROTKA, whose
membership would bemadeup of the past, present and future chairmen, far
another year, Datuk- Ahmad Xami 1 said.

A uew featuré of the coming summit would he asimultaneousmeeting for
private sector representati ves 0f G-15 countries to encourage direct.
contacts among businessmen of member countries with the idea of involving
the private Sctar inthe whol eprocess of South-South co-operati on.

They would atlso holdround-table discussions on specific! indus’'tries --
-agro-ha sed , chem’ cal, machi ne tools, services and mapuf acturing

Fourteen private sec:tor vepresentatives f romMalaysia would be
accompany | ng the Prime MinistertoVenezuel a,.

The G-15 leadetrs agreed in Xualalaumpur that businessmen, investors and
government. officialsshouldbebrought togetherin a forum to exchange
ideas and i nformation on thepromotion of and co-operati on. in South-South
trade and investment.

Datuk Ahmad Kamil said Malaysia had no new mlnaflves to bring up at
the summit. but it. would be happy to look at, initiatives by other countries
like Tndonesia and Tndia which had yet.” to take off. --wmore
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Mal ays ahopes to see a fipnaldecision being taken on theestablishment
o £ the South Tnvestment , Trade and Technology Data Exchange Centre
(SITTDREC)in KunalalLumpur as soon as possible.

Agreement, in principle on thesetting up of STTTDEC, which would help
in the exliange of information on and transfer of technolgy, was reached at
the first summi t and its draft, charter would he tabled for consideration in
Caracas.

Datuk Setri DrMahathir would be presenting a full report on
developments in the various projects agreed tosince the last. summit. and
these i ncindethe bil ateral payments arrangement and multi-lateral payments
arrangement,.

The bi la teral payments arvangement na.« helped Malaysia increase its
trade with 12 developing countries. For example, totaltrade between
Malaysia and five countries -- Chile, Mexico, Nigeria, Romania and
Venezuela
- had more thap doubled trom U8§1. 2.3 milli on in 1990 toUSS$3.54 so far
this vear.

Tt had also beenagreed that the TROIKA countries -- Senegal, Venezuela
and Malaysia -- send cu)turaltroupes to perform at. thesummit and Malaysia
is sending a20-member group fromMelaka. '

The group will stage performances in Caracas and later in MexicoCity.
-- Bernama
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