FAIRER SP

OF HIGH-TEC

READ

S 19NOVI99I

PM: Distribute
the industries

By WONG CHUN WAI

BANGI: Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad\
has called for a fair distribution of high-
technology and high-value-added industries
without confining them to only a few states.

The Prime Minister said states such as Penang,
Johor and Selangor were aready facing a shortage
of land and workers.

He urged investors to spread out their choice of
locations and added that it was time for them to
move on to the deprived states. .

Dr Mahathir said the Government would provide
infrastructure facilities in these states — including
Kedah, Malacca, Pahang and Terengganu — to at-
tract investors.

“Factories here are short of workers with inves-
tors actually having to go to Pahang and Tereng-
ganu to recruit them,” he'told newsmen after open-
ing the Hitachi Electronic Products (Malaysia) Sdn
Bhd and Hitachi Air Conditioning Products (Malay-
sia) Sdn Bhd factories here yesterday.

Hitachi Air Conditioning Products manufactures
room air-conditioners and rotary and scroll com-
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Prrs while the other
actory produces video
recorders and VTR chas-
Sis.

Dr Mahathir said there
were housewives who
wanted to work in fac-
tories but preferred their
work place to be near
their homes.

He said the Govern-
ment had long advised in-
vestors to spread out but
they ill preferred the
more popular states.

“It isthe policy of the
Government to” ensure,
that the industries are es-
tablished in all states,” he

sad.

Dr Mahathir said Ma
laysia no longer needed
labour intensive projects
which produced low-va-
ue-added goods because
unemployment was no
longer a ‘problem.

“We are more interest-
ecrj]_|£_h| h capital and so-

i sti

ing with the times,” he

said.
Earlier, Dr Mahathir
said the countrv had a
bright future in ‘the elec-
tronics field as proven by
the achievements of sev-
eral manufacturers here
like Hitachi, Matsushita,
Motorola and Intel.
He said Malaysian
workers in these compa-
nies had showed that thev
could compete with their
Japanese and American
counterparts in terms of
quality and productivity.
ahathir also said
that the Government
hoped that factories deal-
/ ing in sophisticated tech-
nologies would be located
at the technology park in
Kulim. .
“I believe that with this
approach, coupled with

ed industries, in-

the right guidance of al
quarters concerned, Vi-
sion 2020 will become a
redlity,” hesaid.

Dr Mahathir said the
Government had empha-
sised the manufacturing
of electrical preducts for
export in the1970s to gen-
erate thousands of [obs
for the unemployed.

“Now, two decades |at-
er, ater the implementa
tion of the strategy, we
have not only succeeded
in reducing” unemplov-
ment but also in uplifting
the sophistication of the
(electronics) industry,”
he added.

Dr Mahathir praised
the Hitachi Group for
their faith in the future of
Malaysia, which grew
along with its successes.

He said the group’s
commitment was reflect-
ed in the setting up of 13
factories in the electrical
and electronics field, val-
ued at millions of ringgit.

Hitachi. Ltd chairman
Katsushige Mita had said
the group now had 13
manufacturing companies
and four sales-and-ser-
vice companies in Maay-
sia, with a workforce of

He said the group first
set up a semiconductor
manufacturing plant in
Penang 19 years ago.

“Hitachi was the first
company to build a plant
in the Bangi industrial
area, in 1980, producing
television electronic com-
oonents.” he said

Hitachi  Electronic
Products (M) Sdn Bhd
managing director Sadan-
ori Watanabe said mogt of
the products manufac-
tured in Malaysia were
exported worldwide, with
total exports reaching
$1.2 hillion last year.
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