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MAHATHIR CALTS TOR SUPPORTTVE WORILD ORDER

Mahathic-Order . :
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CARACAS, Nov 27,(Bernama) -— Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad has called for a new era of global co-operation in which the
interests and views of all countries are given dne regard.

Hg said the new agenda should he for a +Supportive World Order+ where
decisinns which affected the vital {nterests of developing countries were
not. made by a privilJeged few in tota) disrvegard for the view of the
comntries conceraed.

+1F democrary was the sole acceptable political creed, let there be a
democracy alsa in the process nf global decisjon-making,+ he told the
Second Snmmit of the Group ol 1% (6G-1%) here today.

Datuk Serj Dr Mahathir, who js to hand over chajrmanship of the group
to Veaeznelan President Carlos Andres Perez at this snmmit, was glven the
Wigh honour of speaking on hehalf of the Asian members of the grouyp.

it was (v recognition of the role Malaysia and be played in promoting
South-South rn—operation. "

Malavsia was the prime mover in the formation of G- 15, a working group
of leaders of developing cowntries to act as a catalyst for greater
rco~operation amoog Thivd World countries. —— more.
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Speaking after President Perez opened the summit, held at the Teresa
Cavreno Cultucal Complex, venue of the launching of the South Commission's
final report in Augnst, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir also highlighted environment
issnes, Thicd World iosdebtedness, the unfair tceatment of developing
countries by the developed ones and the compelling need for the South to
work together to pIOLOL\ their threatened independance and to improve their
development_ prospects.:

He said that a +aUph0TT1VP World Otrder+ would look at ways Lo reverse
the cuorrent vwnhealthy trends so that the developing. couwntries could have a
meaningfnl stave of the wealth of this planet.

Anv necessary adjustment must not be wade only hy the South hut the
North too must adjnst, for in the ead the North wonld benefit from the
prosperity of the Sonth.

+Refore the North wags a fivger at the alleged prafligacy of the Sonth
it should Tirst reduce its own massive budget deficits and 1jve within its
means.

+The North must know that their IrrPspOh%lb]P spsnd1ng is affecting
world currency and financial markets,+ he added. --"more.
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They must 1mprnve savings and eliminate wasteful- conpsumption, give up
subsidies aod price support for agricultural products and remove
protectionist barviers that impede access to market for the produce of
developing countries.

Above all, they must learn to be competitive and not blame others for
economjc and other woes hrought an hy their own inadequacies.

Datnk Secri Dr Mahatbir said the Nocth wust accept the legitimate
aspirations of other nations and when they fortify themselves economjcally
behind trade bloes, they must accept that otbers also have a right, at
Jeast, to raise their vojces in defence of their interest.

He added: +Yet, the Rast Asians are not alliowed PVPH to congutt each
other or indeed tn call themselves east Asjans.

+The United States rejects and opposes vphpmpnfly thP East Asia
Economic Cauvcus or FARC and demand that Japan and South Korea dissociate
themselves from Lhe formation of this consultative group.

+5onth Korea 35 told that it owes a debt of hlood to the United States
and it owes nothing to Malavsia and shonid therefore toe the US line.+ ——
moye.
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said that with all these chauges and threats
facing the deveioping conntcies, thete was today an even mote compelling
need for the South countries to work together to protect their threatened -
independence and to imprave their developemnet prospects.

+lntj] and uniess we do this, the North will continue to marginalise
nus. )

H+In 6-15 we have made a modest beginning in Soutb-South cnnperat1qu but
we need to build on this and to accelerate and widen our calloboration,+ he
added. .

He said it wonld not be easy but then nothing wortbwhile was easSYy. tWe
must have the political will and we must accept the need to sacrifice now
for a moce permanent gain in the future.+

He also s;id that G-15 was still a very new forum but members counld
take a measute oc satisfaction in what they bad achieved so far.

OQuietly, and without fanfare, economic cooperation not. only among the
15 but among other South countries had begun to bear froit.

The summit. is being attended by 1] of the 15 heads of state of
governoment.. Those of Egypt, Nigevia, Brazil and Yugoslavia were unable to

attend. —-- Bernama.
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