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G-15 TO STHDY CRITERIA FOR ADMITTING NEW MEMBERS

Sommit - Mahathir

from Donald Bapgist (i}€/>

CARACAS, Nov 30 (Bernamn] -~ Leaders of the Group aof 15 developing
countries have agreed to JTook into the possibility of expanding the body to
provide for a move balanced vepresentation in membership.

Prime Minister Datwk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said the criteria for
admitting new members would be studied by the G-15 Tareign ministers and
their recommendations would most likely be considered at the next summit to
be held in Dakarv, Senegal. ,

He told Malaysian reporters covering the second summit, whiclh ended
here yesterday, that Asia and the Middle Fast have been mentioned as areas
from which the new members could he admitted.

The G-15 leaders fell that the group could be expanded becaunse the

present membership comprised only three countries from Asia —— Tndia,
Tndonesia and Malavsia —— while Tatin America and the Carribean had six and

AMfrica five. .

Datnk Seri Dr Mahathiv said that wntil the criferia had been decided
and agreed to by G-15 leaders and the countries to be invited to join, he
counid nofr name the countries,

He described the summit bere, attended by 11 ot-the 15 heads of state
of government, as a highly successfnl one which saw the G-15 making
suhstantial progress. .

He said: +This is rveflected in the seriougness shown by the heads who
made it a point to attend. Only those who had cogent reasons were ahsent+.
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Heads of state ar government From 11 countries —- Algeria, Argentjna{
Tndia, Tndonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, Pern, Senegal, Venezuvela, Yugoslavia
and Zimbabwe attended. Those absent were from Brazi]t Egypt, Jamaica and
Nigeria. P

He added that Malavsia was happy with the resnlts and it would
definitely be attending the third summit in Dakar. Tt had also been agreed
rhat Tndia wonld host the foorth summit and Argentina the fifth.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathiv was happy with the progress of projects proposed
at. the inaugnral svmmit. in Kvala fwmput in June last year, particnlarly
those eptrnsted to Malavsia to implement. #

These were the Bilateral Payments Arvavngements, a-mechanigm to
guarantee payments for trade transactions, which Malaysia has already
giqued with 11 developing countries, the Multilateral Payments Avrangements
and the establishment of the Sonth Tnvestment, Trade and Technology Data
Pxchange Centre (STPTDEC) to be set up in Kvala Twmpur.

The (=15 leaders acknowledged that the payments .arrangements had
nrogressed well and there wag alveady an increase in trade between the
countries of the Sooth,

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said +it is obvious the grovp has become a
cogent and solid group which will coptribute towards solving thg prob] ems
of the South and making theit voice and views heavd in international fora,
~dneluding the United Nations.+ ' el _

He also said that 6G-15 foreign ministers had been given the task of
preparing a paper on the views of member countries with regard to the New
World Order, to bhe completed in Januatry. -— move
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The views of the South with regard to the New World Order was
congidered impovtant. as +we do not want, the New World Order to be formed by
the North for their own interests+ he added.

The G-15 leaders stressed that any form of New World Order must first
have the consent. of the South countries.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathiv said the summit. also gave attention to
environment. issnes and felt that the views of developing countries be takep
into congideratian at the United Nations Counfevence on Bovironment, and
Development. or the tEarth Svmmit+ to be held in Rio de Janeiro in June
196G2.

Those views wonld be hased on a study done by the South Commission
which prepared a paper on it.

He reiterated that Malavsia had vet to decide whether or not to attend
+Farth Swmmit+ and it would wait for the outcome of the Preparatory
Committee meeting in Geneva and the ministerial meeting of deve]opxng
countries in Kuala Luompur,

Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathiv was also happy with the convening of the first
Rusinessmen's Meeting in copjunction with the G-J5 summit as jt proved very
useful and gave private sector representatives from member countries the
opportunity to establish contacts and obtain infarmation towards promoting
trade and investment.. -- Bernhama
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