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+Wc shnulb he gord wj t.h t.heSe nat.inns  and may he he3p them or when  we
want. friends, WC: will have Fr<ends,t  he sa,id.

He said t.hat.  Malaysja's  cr1nt.ac:t.s w; t.h t.he Cari.hbean  idand st.ates  in
’ the past, had been minimal i F non-existxnt.  except.  for meetings wit.h  its

leaders at...jnt.ernat.iorlal  meet.ings  or at. t.he Commonwealth co~fersnces.
+A.s much ds t.hey  have tn ?earn ahont. us, we have  t.0' lt9rn about. t.bem,+

1-1~3 a d d e d , say i’ng j t wwl d he nsc?f.cil tm get.  know t,he Carj hhean i sl anb
rla tions and t.o have t.hem  3s .friends.

Datuk  Seri  nr Mahat.h:ir aisr,  said that. 't.he,  jslands  had a we!3  l-d~??eloped
t.nuri.sm  ,indilst.ry, mllr:h  cr1dr.r  than t,hat,  of Milaysia  and it, was ohvi.ous  that.
they had l)ene!fj  l.eri from t.h~:i  'I. 3 trr:at.j  n:n _

4

‘l$r.y have been able t,o deve?rlp hote1.s t,hat, were not.‘ only  .d medium cost.
hut. al SC, at.t.1'act.i vr- t.o t,ourj st.s ad Ma.laysja  whjch  ,was  very much  1 ike t.h:i  s
part IIF IL~IF, WitTlfl tar~u'id learn Ftr3m t.heir sllr:cAss, ’ he added.-- more'
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Dntuk  Seri Dr Mahathir  said also there  were  n o  immwliate  Fijians to
promnIx  tourjsm  from Malaysia t.o the Caribbean, it.. may be a hpy h?rm
objective.

+We are t,rying t.r) clevelap t.he i;ouri_st.  trade wi t.h M e x i c o  a n d  L a t i n
Amerj  ca and, one day when we ;1re fl yj ng to T,atjn Amerjlca,’  j t would, not. hc!
so far t.o come  to this part, of the world,+ he added.’

H e  sa-id one day Invest.ors  from MaJa.ysja mj.ght.  also partjcjpate j.n
t.oilrism projects in t.11e  Caribbean hut. for ‘the moment the area was t-00 far
and, fl~rt.hr+rniore, there were ample opportunj  t,j es in Mal.aysj  a and other
countries.

There were also possihil.it,ies  o-f:  studying the methods used in the:
t,onrj sm jndust.ry  in tbjs regjon as j t. depended. very mu&h on tourism.
On the o t h e r  h a n d ,  Uatuk Seri Ur Mahathir  said he :had been  to ld  that
the jsland natjors  were very keen on going into aqu~‘-‘cuJtnre  and Ma3 aysja
colild  offer it-2 exy)ert.ise  i n  this field if they were interested to obta in
heJp.-- more
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Other a.reas :in wh.ich  Flal aysi  a cou1.d.  ofier assist&m? were in  the  fjel ds
of administration arid fin.ancial.  matters, he added.

As  IU as trade was crmcer~ed,  he sajd the Caribbean as ‘a whol,e  had a
sizealnle  popnlatioa  but tlal_aysia  woul_d have to study the market  #to see if
Ma1 aysi an made goods c:oul  d he so3 d j n the reg:i  on.

St. Luci.a, t,hs second largest: of t.be  Windward Islands,  lies halfway
between Flart,injq‘tre  and St Vincent.. Just. 43 km wjde, it. js sljgbtly 3,arger
th.an Singapore island.

Discovered hy Christqher  Columhns  i.n 1502 daring his fourth and final
v o y a g e  to t.he West, Jndies .in 3 502, the j sJand cban.ged  h.an.ds  between  F r a n c e
and Britain  no .Eewer t;han 14 times.

Ceded to Rri tajn hy France :i.a the Treaty of: Paris in JR1 4, St_ Lucia was
granted self-government  i.n  1967 and att.ained independenden.ce  in February
1979.

A member of t.hs Commonwealth, it,s econ.omy  is made, up”of agricnl  ture  -
w_i  t.11 the chief crops be ing  banana ,  mxx-m~t,,  cocoa and cj trus frui.t.s  -
tourism and mannfilcl;uring.

1t.s major e x p o r t s  are hnnaun, accounting for about 80 per, cent, caconut-
prr~1uct.s  r mace, niltmeg  and c:it.rirs  fruj ts. -- Remama
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