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MAHATHIR VISTTS ST LUCIA
" Mahathir=-Caribhean

From Donald Baptisc 10 g)'\\/\ { TVv-erc eal
CASTRIES (St Tmeig), Dec 2, (Becnama) -— Prime Minister Datuk Servi Dr

Mahathiy Mohamad arrived here Sunday for a three day visit aimed at. Jurther
strengthening friendly ties with island nations in the Caribbean.

While here, he wilil also take the oppurtunity to study the economies of
the istand pations in detail and look at tourism activities which might be
ugeful to the Malavgian tourism industry.

He is scheduled to hold talks with the St Tweian Prime Minister, Encik
Joha Compton and other government leaders and address the private sector
here at a lunch Lomotrow. .

Aceompanied by Datnk Seri Datin Paduka Dr §iti Hasmah Mobamad Ali, he
was greeted by Fncik Crompton at Vigie Airport on arrival in a charter
aiveraft from Martinique whecte he took a one-day break after attending the
Growp of 15 developing conntries secand summit in the Venezuelan capital,
Caracas, from Nov 27-29. v : ’

Datuk Seci Dv Mahathic told Malaysian jonrnalists covering the visit
that. although the Caribbean island nations might not hold out much
potential for trade opportunities, Malaysia should not only look at trade -
prospects in its relations with other conntries.—— more
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+We should be gond wi th these nations and may he help them or when we
want. friends, we will have friends,+ hesaid.

He said that Malaysia's contacts wi th the Caribbean island states in

‘the past, had heen minimal i [ non-existent except for meetings with its
leaders at -international meetings or at. the Commonwealth conferences.

+As much as they have to learn about us, we have to'leatn about. them,+
he addaea, Say iNGit woul d he useful to get KNOw the Cari bhean i s] and
na tions and to have them as friends. .

Datuk Seri Ir Mahathir also sajd that. the islands had a wel 1-developed
roncism industry, much oldec than that of Malaysia and it, was obvious that
they had benefi ted from thei v J ocati on. o

Thev have beenr abie to develop hotels that were not. only of medium cost
but. &l so attracti ¢e to touri sts and Malaysia which -was very muchl ike this
part of the wocld could learn from their success, he added.-- more
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Corrected Repetition

Mahathir-CaribbeandCastri es (St.. Locia)

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir saidalso there were no immediate plans to
promote tourism from Malaysia to the Caribbean, it may be a long term
objective.

+We ave trying to develop the tourist trade with Mexico and Latin
America and, one day when we areflying toTatinAmerica, it would not be
so far tocometo this part, of the world,+ he added.’

He said one day investors from Malaysiamight alse participatein
tourism projects In the Caribbean hut. for ‘the moment the area was too far
and, furthermore, therewere ample opportuniti es in Malaysi a and other
countries.

There were also possibilitiesof studying the methods used in the:
touri Sm industry in thisregion as it depended. very much on tourism.

On the other hand, Datuk Seri Dr Mahatbir said he had been told tbhat
the island nations were very keen ouw going into aqua-culture and Mal aysia
could offer its expertise in this field if they were interested to obtain
help.—- more
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Other areas inwhichMal aysi a conld offer assistaonce were in the fields
of administration andfinancial matters, he added.

As far as trade wasconcerned, he saidthe Caribbean as ‘a whole had a
sizeable population but Malaysia would have to study tbe market to see if
Mal aysi an made goods coul d he soldintheregi on.

8t Tweia, thesecond largest: of the Windward Islands, lies halfway
between Martinique and St Vincent.. Just. 43 km wide, it. isslightlyJlarger
than Singapore island.

Discovered hy Christopber Columbus i.n 1502 daring his fourth and final
voyage tothe West, Indies in)502, the jsland cbanged hands between France
and Britaiv no fewer than 14 times.

Ceded toBritainhy France in the Treaty of: Paris in 18] 4, 8t Lucia was
granted self-goveromentin 1967 and attained independendence in February
1919,

A member of the Commonwealth, itseconomy is made, up “of agricul ture -
with the chief crops being banana, coconut, cocoa and citrus fruits -
tourism and mannfacturing.

Tts major exports are banana, accounting for about 80 per cent, coconut
products, mace, nutmeq and ¢itrus fruj ts. -- Bernama
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