
“St I,uci;i is not far from
Malaysia.  Flying t i m e  i s

only slightly more than 24
hours. We are looking for-
\vard to having close rela-
tions \sith St Lucia. We hope
thcxre will be exchanges of
visits het\r cxcn the two-coun-
tries and as a result we will
bc able to learn from each
other and develop togeth-
cr.” he said.

Also present at the lun-
cheon \vei-e St Lucian Prime
Minister John Compton and
the Prime Minister of Gre-
nada Nicholas Braithwaite.

Dr Mahathir said Malay-
SI;~ was not only looking at
what it could sell here but
also what it ~~dtl buy from
this region. He hoped two-

6-ay trade and communica-
tion between the two COUII-
tries would increase.

He told the businessmen
that Malaysia had a policy
of making friends not on11
with those who were power-
ful but with everyone.

“You never know when
friends can come in handy.
But whether they do come
in handy or not I think it’s a
good thing to be friends,” he
said.

To demonstrate Malay-
sia’s policy of making
friends with other countries
regardless of the distance,
I)r Mahathir spoke of how
Malaysia had taken the

“trouble to get close to Latin
American countries al-
though South America was
far from Malaysia.

“Ma lays i a  and  La t in
America are separated b\
the biggest ocean in thtt
world the Pacific Ocean.
But because we make a de-
liberate effort to come close
to them, we feel they are
very close to us now.

“Through such close rela-
tions, wehax,e been able to
increase our trade with
them and I think they too
benefit from the trade.” he
said.

On relations with St Lu-
cia, the Prime Minister said

Malavsia  could Icnrn about
growing bananas and pro-
moting the tourism indus-
try from tht, country. There
wt’rt’  also thing5 ttixt St I,LI-
cia c,ould  klarn from hlatay-
sia

“M;iyb~: yriu \vould Iike to
comcb  to hlalavsia to xcr how
we tlo things over thclre.  We
should not be thinking of
ourselvrs  as being very far
from each c:ttic7. We are ac-
tually very close.” hc said.

He added  3lalaysia delib-
eratply  nlatle  it a point to
cultivate  friendship with all
the> cuuntrics particularl>
Lvith those from tht, South.

“We of course have our

Fn
AC;‘.

9States are ‘close
traditional trading partners
like thr Europeans. the
North Americans and the
,JapantJse  but wc want to be
less dependent o11 t.tw drvet-
opcd countrirs.

“Obviously, a lot of the
countries in the North have
bcant-fitted  from trading and
Investing in the South but
that does not mean coun-
tries in the South should not
do the same and benefit as
well. We are exploring all
these things.” he said.

He said from a countr)
g:enerally  concentrating on
agriculture. Malaysia trans-
formed itself into a country
manufactur;ng  f i n i shed

products with the help of
foreign technology.

“It was easier to invite
foreigners with the technol-
ogy. the know-how as well
as the capital to come to
Malaysia and start their in-
dustries.

“Thcq have done this and
pumped in a lot of money
into the economy. In 1990
alone.  total  investment
f r o m  f o r e i g n  s o u r c e s
amounted to about LJS$l5
billion.

“So you can see that by
opening up and not closing
your country to other peo-
ple, you can really benefit.”
Dr Mahnthir began the sec-

ond day of his official visit
to St Lucia by calling on
act ing Governor-(;eneral
Francis James and Mrs Lu-
cill~? Jamt~s  at  the Govcrn-
mcrlt H o u s e  tic)rc. IIt, was
at~c~)mpanicd  hy htin Seri
l)r Siti Hnsmah Moharned
All

I,ater Ilr Mahathir ht,lti
talhs with his St 1,ucian
counterpar t  Mr (‘onipton.
Ho .vas t bon t ;tken for ;I tout
of the Rodnt),v  I<:I\, Marina
I)evelopment

He also \,isitctl the \Vin-
batn Resear(%  C’entrc.  In the!
ei,cning.  1 tw Malaysian en-
tourage :I( tended ;I rccep-
tion given 11) Mi~Jamcs.
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