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5. AMERTCAN, CARIBBEAN GROUPS ASRFAN'S NEXT DTALOGUR PARTNERS?

Mahathir - dialogue .
from Donaid Baptist oy @- overitat ‘\V\?f
CASTRIES (St Twmcia), Dec 4 (Bernmama) —— Tatin American and Caribbean

regional groupings can becowe Asean's di alogue partners and help each
other, Prime Minister Datuk Seri D Mahathir Mohamad said here Tuesday.

He sajd that as the Furopean Communiyty (EC) was an Asean dialogue
nartner, he saw no reason why dialogne partnership could not be extended to
Latin America and the Caribbean.

+The Caribbean groupwonld be interested in having ‘dailogue with us and
we can find out how we can helpeach other.+ he told apress conference at.
the end of a three-day visit. to thig West, Tndian island nation.

Datnk Seri Dr Mahathir, who left. for Barbados enroute home, sajd this
had also been wentioned during the summit of theGroup of 15 developing
countries which he attended in theVenezuelancapital, Caracas, from Nov 27
fta 29.

He said that if the regional. granpings, 1 ike the Andean group and the
Rio Group jnLatinAmerica and the Organi sat-ion of East. Caribbean States’
(ORCS) were interested, Asean conld study the possibility of making them
dailogue partpers. —-more
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Mabathir - dialogue 2 Castries (St Lucia)

He wowld he reporting onhis meetings in Venezvela and the Caribbean to
theAsean headsof government. meeting in Singanore next- month.

Tn St Lucia, Datok Seri Dr Mahathi r held discusshions withPrime
Mi nister John Comptonand met .Grenada Prime Mindster -Nicholas Braitwaite at.
alunch organised hy the loca private sector 'on Monday.

Ontrang i t iil Rarbados, hewould meef its Prime Minister, Erskine
Sandi ford during a briefrour of the is) and whichis dso.amember of the
Commonwealth.

NDatnk Seri Dr Mahathir,who was asked ahont the 1mp110at1 ons “of -the EC
singlemarket next, year, saidtheECwasevolving into a closed trading
area which wonld discriminate against. developingcountriesbecause it.
needed to support i ts own producti on capacities. 2

Rei terating Mal aysia's stand against: trading blocs, ne sad guotas and
varionsqua 1l ifications on local content. were being imposed and the
sitnation was goingtobecome more Severe. -- more
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Mahathiv - dialogue 3 Castries (St Lucia)

Nevertheless, Malavsia was talking to more liberal members of the EC,
like Britain, to get as much advantage as possible, he added.

He also mentioned the formation of the North Amerjcan Free Trade Area
(Nafta) which he said might be extended ta Central and South America and
hecome a h;g trading bloc that would stifle free trade. :

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said: +80, what we have done is to fry to
collect the countries of Fast Asia together so that, at the GATT meetings

and Urnguay Round (of Multilateral Trade Negotiations) and all that, we cap

speak for free trade because our countries' development depends on free
trade. :

+80, we will have to come together and talk as developing pations, may
be with the sopport of the Caribbean countries, at the interpational fora
to maintain free trade ror that is the only way ve ¢aD grow OouT ovn
markets - . o

+0Onr people ave too,poor to stimulate economic growth.+

On environmental jssues, Datuk Seri Nr Mahath)r sajd he felt that it
was grossly unfaic for the developed countries to ‘Ask developing countries
to maintain &the anuality of the envirvonment whjile they (the North) did very
little abont it. —- more :
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He added that countries of the South should come together and speak
vith one voice, particularly at tbe United Nations Counference an
Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro next year.

+0Otherwise, bthe NGOs (noun-governmental organisations) of the Nnrih are
going to demonstrate and bring down goveraments not caring abount the)r
enviroument,+ be said.

Datuk ﬂet1 Dr Mahatbhir also said that the Commonwealth, though it had
been called a social club, was nseful for contacts and it _had heen
responsible for some progressive moves, for example, with vegard to Sooth
Africa, .

And vecently, it bad been able to persuade Britain and Canada to write
off » considerable amonnt of debt owed to them by the developing countries.
He was asked Malaysia's opinion on the increasing teundency by developed
countries to Jink aid to what they considered a clean human rights record.

-= more
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Mahathit - dialogue b Castries (St Lucia)

Hpsa;dru)one(onnryyshou1d decide whenaid shoqulu=glv9n or not,.
+3impl y becavse thev arve the source of' aid, doesn t. mean that theybave
the rj ght. to make judgemen ts. Tf there is to be «any judgement., then that,
jndgement. must. he made by anentral body, otherwi se, the judgement may be
based on hias andself-interests and that is not, right,+ he added.

Asked about. Malaysia'sposition on the United States'ecaonomic
sanctions against Cuba, DatukSeriDrMahathir said that except in the case
of SouthAfrica, ? alavs1 a had never supported sanctions.

ToMalavsi @ Cubawas another country withwhich Ma3 aysi a had.
diptomati ¢ and trade relations. +Asmuch as, we don’'t, ‘Like arm~twisting hy
any great. power, wedonot. Ji ke this to be ‘appliedtoCuba,+ he said.

Datnk Seri Dr Mabathir, who is the first. Prime Ministet from Malaysia,
and ©possiblyAsia, to Vi sit. 8t Lucia, one of the Windward Js) ands in the
West Tndies, said. thetriphadbeen a satisfying one which enabled him to
learn abou t. the Caribbean, St. Luciainparticular, its economy’ and.
development. --nore .
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Mahathicv - dialogve 6 Castries (St Twmeta)

He saidboth countries had a lot. to) earn about, each other: Malaysia -
about the highly developed tourist industry here and St. Lucia some Of the
things that Mal aysi a had been successful wi th.

He offered Malaysia's assistance ta St, Twcia under the Malaysian
Technical Co-operationProgramnme and said Malaysi awag prepared to share
the knowledge it had gained in science and technology, relevant ta St
Tncia's needs.

He mentionedaqri evl tural research, aqua-culture and food production as
some of the fields inwhich Malaysia could provide assistance.

Malaysiaproduceda lot. of things wlii chmight he of use to st. Lucia,
among which was palm oi} -- the cheapest. edible 0il available, he said.

As Malaysia exported large amonnts of palm oil.tothe . United States and
al 1 over the world, itmight beusefulto have a palmoi 1 distri bution
depot in St. Lunciafor distribution of the product, to other conntries iN the
Cari bbean, he added. —— more
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Mahathir - dialogue 7 (last) Castries (St, Tmcia)

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, who was accompanied by hiswif e Datuk Ser’
Datin Paduka Dr 8i ti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, rounded up his visit. with atour
of thePointe Seraphine Duty-Free Compl ex, reputedly the Jargest in the
Fast.Car 1 bhean, and a helicopter trip to Soufriere, in the south af the
island.

Here can be foond St, Lucia's volecano and the Twin Pi tons, two peaks. |
risi ng to more than 720 metres,

Datuk SeviDrMahathir planted two trees in the residence of. Prime
Mi ni ster John Compton, wholater saw him off at, Vigie Airport. -- Bernama
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