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route home. said this had

bean regional groupings can also been mentioned during
become Asean’s  dialogue the summit of the Group of
partners and help each oth- 15 developing countries
er; Prime Minister Datuk which he attended in the
Seri  Dr Mahathir MomVeneiuelan  cadtal. Cara-
said here yesterday. -

Noting that the -European
Community (EC) is an
Asean dialogue partner, he
said he sees no reason why
dialogue partnership cannot
be extended to Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean.

“The Caribbean group will

cas, from November27 to 29.

be interested in h&ing  dai-
logue  with us and we can
find out how we can help
each other,” he told a news
conference at the end of a
three-day visit to this West
Indian island nation.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir,
who left for Barbados en-

He said that if the regional
groupings, like the Andean
group and the Rio Group in
Latin America and the Or-
ganisation of East Caribbe-
an States (OECS) are inter-
ested, Asean can study the
oossibilitv  of having them as
hailogue partners. -

He will be reporting on his
meetings in Venezuela and
the Caribbean to the Asean
heads of government meet-
ing in Singapore next month.

In St Lucia, Datuk Seri Dr
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Mahathir held discussions
with Prime Minister John
Compton and met Grenada
Prime Minister Nicholas
Braitwaite at a lunch organ-
ised bv the local nrivate sec-
tor on-Monday. 1

On transit in Barbados, he
will meet -his counterp&t,
Mr Erskine Sandiford, dur-
ing a brief tour of the island
which is also a member of
the Commonwealth.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir,
who was asked about the
imolications of the EC single
market next year, said rhe
EC is evolving into a closed
trading area which will dis-
criminate against develop-
ing countries because it
needs to support its own pro-
duction capacities.

Reiterating Malaysia’s
stand against trading blocs,
he said quotas and various
qualifications on local con-
tent are being imposed and
the situation will become
more severe.

Nevertheless, Malaysia is
talking to the more liberal
members of the EC, like Bri-
tain, to get a! much advan-
tage as possible, he added.

He also mentioned the for-
mation of the North Ameri-
c a n  F r e e  T r a d e  A r e a
(Nafta) which he said may.~

be extended to Central and
South America and become
a hip.  trading bloc that will
stiflefree  traude.

Datuk Seri- Dr Mahathir
said: “What we have done is
to try to collect the countries
of East Asia toeether  so that.
at the Gatt keetings  and
Uruguav  Round (of Multi-
lateral Trade Negbtiations),
we can speak for free trade.
Our countries’ development
depends on free trade,

“We will have to come to-
gether and talk as develop-
ing nations, maybe with the
support of the Caribbean
countries, at international
forums to maintain free
trade, for that is the only
way our own markets can
grow.

“Our people are too poor to
stimulate economic erowth.”

On envirqnmentaT  issues,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said
he feels it is grossly unfair of
the developed countries to
ask developing countries to
maintain the quality of the
environment while thev (the
North) do very little abbui it.

He added that countries of
the South should come to-
gether and speak with one
vo ice ,  particularlv at the
United -Nations Cbnference
on Environment and Devel-

opment in Rio de Janeiro
next year.

“Otherwise, the NGOs
(non-governmental organi-
sations) of the North are go-
ing to demonstrate and bring
down governments not car-
ine about their environ-
ment ” he said.

Daiuk Seri Dr Mahathir
also said the Common-
wealth, though it has been
called a social club, is useful
for contacts and it has been
responsible for some pro-
gressive moves, for exam-
ple, with regard to South
Africa.

And recently, it has been
able to persuade Britain and
Canada to write off a consid-
erable amount of debt owed
to them by developing coun-
tries.

He was asked Malaysia’s
opinion on the increasing
tendency by developed
countries to link aid to what
they consider a clean human
rights record.

?ie said no one country
should decide whether aid
should be given or not.

“Simply because thev are
the  soiree of aid, doesn’t
mean that they have the
right to make judgements. If
there is to be any judgement,
then that judgement must be
made bv a neutral bodv. oth-
erwise,“the judgemeni’may
be based on bias and self-
interest: and that is not
right,” he added.

Asked about Malavsia’s
position on the US’s e&nom-
ic sanctions against Cuba,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said
that except in the case of
South Africa, Malaysia had
never supported sanctions.

TO Malaysia, Cuba is an-
other country with which
Malaysia has diplomatic and
trad&relations.“As  much as
we‘ don’t like arm-twisting
by any great power, we do
not like this to be applied to

Cuba,” he said.
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir,

who is the first Prime Minis-
ter from Malavsia. and DOS-

sibly Asia, to Visit’ St Licia,
one of the Windward Islands

~ in the West Indies, said his
trip has been a satisfying
one/which  has enabled him
to learn about the Caribbe-

an, St Lucia in particular, its
economy and development.

He said both countries
have a lot to learn about
each other: Malaysia about
the highly developed tourist
industry here and St Lucia
some of the things that Ma-
laysia has been successful
in.

He offered Malaysia’s as-
sistance to St Lucia under
the Malaysian Technical Co-
operation Programme and
said Malaysia is prepared to
share the knowledge it has
gained in science and tech-
nology, relevant to St Lu-
cia’s needs.

He mentioned agricu!tural
research, aquaculture and
food production as some of
the fields in which Malaysia

. I

czil provide assistance.
Malaysia produces a lot of

things which may be of use
to St Lucia, among which is
nalm,oil.  the cheapest edible
;il available, he said.

As Malaysia exports large
amounts of palm oil to the
US and all over the world, it
mav be useful to have a
palh oil distribution depot in
St Lucia for distribution of
the product to other coun-
tries in the Caribbean.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir,
who was accompanied by his
wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Has-
mah Mohamed Ali, roun’ded
up his visit with a tour of the
Pointe Seraphine Duty-Free
Complex, reputedly the
largest in the East Caribbe-
an. - Bernama
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