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ATTENTION EDITORS: Correction . )

in item E162 slugged +Mahathir-0JC+ pls read in.third graf .... in
Senegal next week...RPT... in Senegal. wnext week.. .- and not as sent..
Herewi th rptn.

MALAYSTA DOES NOT WANT THE TRAQTS TO CONTINUE SUFFERING

Mahathir-0Jc

hm Q4 (?

KUATA LUMPUR, Der 5 {Bernama) -- Malaysia does mot. want the people of
Traq to continue suffering as a resnlt of economie sanctions imposed on
that country Following the Gulf War, Prime Minister Datuk Sevi Dr Mahathirc
Mobamad said tonight.

The people of that country shonld not be panished for the mlsfakes
committed hy their government, he told reporters at the Kvala Tumpur
Tnternational Airpoct in Subang near here on bis rptnrn after attending the
G=15 summit in Caracas, Venezvela. _

+We feel that in thig age we shonld not punish the people far the
crimes that wight. have been committed by their government,+ he said when
asked on Malaysia's stand on the gquestion of economic sanctions imposed on
Traq by the Unjted Nations. The matter will be dxsqussed at the
Organisation of Islamic Conference in Senegal next.: wepk ¢

+We should not. Dlock food supply and other essentJa1 goods for the
people even though we do not like their government,+ he said.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir however said that Malaysia had to study the
uestion of ernnnm]v sanctions against Traq before making a decision. —-
more .

YOR/12/23-3TM8T



C(NS33134
R GE 05-i2 0QI18A EF65HT
aae
Mabathic-0TC 2 Kvala Lumpur

+We have to stndy it first ... We cannot say that it will be lifted but
whatever we do at all we shonld not involve the innocent people,+ he said.

He said that it was necessary to study the matter becanse Malaysia did
not. wish to see the possibility of revenue derived by that country from
free trade to be used to cause tension to the situation in West Asia.

Deputy Prime Minister Encik Ghafar Baba Jeft for Senegal tonight to
attend the five-day 0TC meeting beginning Sunday.

Asked to comment on the report that the Sarawak goverament plans to
reduce logging, Datnk Seri Dr Mabathir said that it was a good move but
reminded that such measures shonld not cause the people to lose jobs or to
earn less.

+We feel that the developed countries that are buying tropical woads
should pay a higher price so that our income will not be reduced and timber
conld he saved,+ ﬁe said. -~ more
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Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir sai d that. the uestion of" envi ronment including
the Unitaed Nations Conference on Environment. Development to he hddln
Rrazil next. year was al so di scussed with other G-15 leaders at Caracas.

+We agreed that we shonld have a common stand but. Malaysia did not
declare whether or not to attend (the conference in Brazi J ).+ he sai d.

Datuk Ser © Dr Mahathir sai d that. general ly the G-1.5 g¢nmmit in Caracas
was a suveeess hecause consensus had been reached on. several pol itical and
economic issues by the ii heads of govecnment. attending the summit.

He said that. although some heads of member couptries did not attend the
summ it, itwasfoc reasons that, could not. be avoided.

He added that forej gn mini sters of the member countries would study the
eri tecia for countries to be admitted as members foIIOW|ng A4 proposal made
at-. the summi t toi nerease i ts membership,

Fneik Ghafar and Cabinet ministers vere present. at The airport. t.0 greet.
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathi r and Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr 8it) Hasmah Al i , --
Bernama
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