PM: Private sector and people very

All for Vision
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By K.P. Waran

GENTING HIGHLANDS,
Sat. --- The encouraging re-
sponse from the general
public and the private sec-
tor towards attaining the
obiectives of Vision 2020 has
strengthened the Govern-
ment's resolve in achieving
the set ?( gs_ %nmﬁ Mln};s-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
l\itl);?gl‘a.ﬁan oday.

- said the nation’s quest
for “developed nation” sta-
tus by the year 2020 had
brought about much aware-
ness among the general pub-
lic, to the extent that the
topic was now the subject of
frequent public discussion.

Dr Mahathir said the pri-
vate sector had put forward
numerous proposals on how
to achieve the objectives of
the concept, adding that the
Government was studying
them now.

Speak|$ a a Press con-
ference after closing a na-
tional seminar on Vision
2020 here, he said the Gov-
ernment had taken note of
the proposals and would
continue to monitor exist-
ing strategies and imple-
ment new ones from time to
time. ) )

“During my didlogue with
the private sector today,
they spoke of the need to
focus on science and tech-
nology in the education szs-
tem and to upgrade the hu-
man resources development
in the country. )

“We are already imple-
menting some of these sug-
gestions and we will look
into the need to implement
the others” he said. )

The closing of the semi-
nar was attended bv senior
civil servants, leading busi-
nessmen and other promi-
nent personalities.

Among them were former
Foreign Minister Tan Sri
Ghazali Shafie, Chief Secre-
tary to the Government Tan
Sii Ahmad Sarji Abdul Ha-
mid and the director-gener-
a of the Socio-Economic Re-
search Unit, Dr Mohamed

Yusof bin Ismaijl. who was
also the organising chair-
man of the seminar. )

Dr Mahathir said that in
order to have a developed
society it was important for
the people to practise good
vaues. including being ethi-
cal in" businesss and other
ventures,

He said the Government
would continue to take
steps to inculcate positive
values appropriate for de-
velopment in the rakyat.

“We want businessmen to
be honest and ethical and
not merely be profit-orient-
ed or fook for short-term
ains” he said, adding that
the private sector should
also take steps to build up a
good crop of ethical busi-
nessmen.-

The Prime Minister said
efforts would be doubled to
build a base of the required
skilled manpower to face
the challenges of a devel-
oped nation.

In this context, he called
for a conducive working re-
lationship between employ-
ers and employees to ensure
successful - imolementation
of al development projects,

“It is not good if there are
frequent confrontations be-
tween them. This is why we
promote the in-house union
concept, where workers will
understand the company’s
position and not make de-
mands which would jeopar-
dise the comﬁany_and their
own future,” he said.

On the recent prison
breakout from the ang
Prison, he said, the Home

Ministry was looking into
the matter and would take
action against prison offi-
cers found to have been
careless. .

On the possibility of Ma-
laysia producing 700cc-
1,000cc cars in collaboration
with Daihatsu, Dr Mahathir
said the Government had re-
ceived an official proposal
from the Japanese car mak-
er on this subject.

He said the proposals
were being studied.

supportive

2020



