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MALAYSIA FEARS VIOLENCE BREAKING OUT IN THE SOVIET UNION

Mahathir - Soviet, '**
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KUALA LUMPUR,Dec 1.0 (Rernama) -- Malaysia fears violence may erupt in
the Sowet Union if its economy isnot rehabilitated, Prime Mlmster Datuk

i ir Mohamad sai 4 today.

The Sovi et. people particul arly now unemployed members of thearmed
forces, wouldgetmove and more restless if the severe economic problems
continued unresolved, hesaid.

+The important thing ‘now is not the question of separation but. the
guestion of revivi ng the economy, + he told .reporters when commenting on the
upheaval in the Soviet. Union whi ch is facing distintegration.

Yesterday, three Soviet tepublics -- Russia, Bylorussia and the Ukraine
which controlled 70 percent of the economy and accounted for 70 per cent
of the Soviet Union's population -- formed a commonwealth and declared. that
the Soviet Union ceased to exist.

Datuk Seri DrMahathir said he had anticipatedthat such a development
would take place.--more
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Asked whether Malaysi a would recogni se the commonweal t.h formed hy the
three vepublics, Datuk SeviDrMahathir said the question of recognition
did not arise at present.

Nevertheless Malaysia would have relationswith all former republics of
the Soviet Union, he said after ‘flagging off the Commonwealth Games Support
Run 1998 at Merdeka Square here.

On his talkswith Australia sMinister of Industry, Technology and
Trade Senator John Button, the Prime Minister said .theminister expressed
his country’s desire to have good relations with Malaysia particularly in
the field of trade.

+We agree. . we have no prohlems with the Government of Australia now..
for jtsstand differed’ from that of the Australian press.. . this is what. we
want,+ he said.

Malaysia was familiar withtheattitude of the Australian media and
there was no pointinpaying any attentiontoit, he said. -- more

Y10/12/18-57M8T

(:N§H46)
U GE 18-12 00098 EAI.39
aae

Mahathir - Soviet 3 (last) Kuala Lumpur''’

Malaysia - Australiarelati ons were cool not Iong ago “when the
Australian media including the electronic media ‘putout reports discredting
this country .

Dat.uk Seri Dr Mahathir also said the Cabinet Committee which discussed
the civil servants New Remuneration System (SSB)yes‘rerday decided on
several details.

Tt was the last meeting before its implementation, he ‘added.

There ‘was not much difference from the $8B announced in October and ‘the
one decided by the Cabinet Committee, he added.’--- Bernama
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