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MALAYSIA FEARS VTOLENCE BREAKING OUT IN THB  ,SOVTET UNION
Mahathir - Soviet, I”
hni @r(l 00
K U A L A  LIIMPUR,  Dee: 1.0 (I1ernama)  -- Malaysia fears violence jnay erupt in

the Soviet. Union if its economy is not, rehabilitated, Prime Min ister Datuk
Seri r Mah&.hir Mohamad  sai  ii t o d a y . :

The  Snv.i  et. people, part,icuI  arly now unemployed members of thea rmed
forces , would  get more  and more restless if the severe economic problems
c o n t i n u e d  unresol  VC-?d, he SCii d.

+The  important<  ,l:hing  ‘now is not the question of separation but. the
question of revivi nq the economy, + he told .reporters  when commenting on the
iiphenval  in the Soviet. Union which is facing distintagration.

Yesterday, three  Soviet republ its -- Russia, Bylorussia  and the IJkraine
which controlled 70 pet cent of the economy and accounted for 70 per cent
of the Soviet IJrlicJn' s population -- formed a commonwealth  and declared. that
&he Sov,iet,  Ilnion cea sed  t o  ex i s t .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir  said he had antjcipated  that such a development
would take pl ace,  -- more
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Mabathir  - Soviet:. 2 Kuala Lumpur  ‘.I ’ (’ .f
Asked whether Mal.aysj a would recognj  se ,the commonweal t.h farmed hy the

three  repuhli  cs, Datuk Seri Dr Hahathir  said the cIuestion..of  r e c o g n i t i o n
c1i.d  not arise at, p r e s e n t . +

Nevertheless Malaysia wnuld have relations  wit.h all former republics of
the Sovjet:  Unjon, he sa.id after ‘flagging off the Commonwealth Games Support
Run 1998 at Merdeka  Square here.

On his talks w:i tb Australia s Mi.nj.st,er  of Industry, Technology and
Trade Senator John Button, the Prime Minister said .the minj  ster expressed
hj s country’s desire t,o have good relations wit,h  Malaysia particularly in
the field of trade.

+We agree. . we have no problems with the Government of Australia now..
for j t,s st,and differed’ from that. of the Australjan  press.. , this is what. we
wan.t,+  he said.

Malaysia was famil iar  wit.h  the att.it.ude of t.he  Austra.li;an  ,media  and
there  was  no pojnt.  j.n payi.ng any at.t.entjoi7  to i.t, he said. - -  more
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M a h a t h i r  - Soviet 3 (last) Kuala Lumper  ” ’
Malaysia - Austra1.i  a re1.a t,S ons were cool not long ago’.‘when  the

Australian media incl udj  ng the electronic media’ ‘put”“aut  reports discredting
.t,hi,s xzountry  .

Dat.uk Ser.i Dr Mahath..ir also said the Cabinet Comr@ttee  which discnssed
the cjvil.  servants New Remuneration System (SSR) yesierday d.ecided on
several  deta i ls . *.

It was the last meeting before its imp1 ementat.iqp,  he ‘added.
There ‘was not much difference from the SSR announced  i:i, October an; ‘the

one decided by the Cabinet Committee, he added i;.-- Bernama
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