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IVfaHtifllik Sport&an help foster ties

Commonwealth coun-

KliAi,A  lZUMPI:i<.  hla-
lays~a is very keen to host
the 1998 Commonwealth

tries.” he said before the

G a m e s  because  jt be-
11eves  sports can $elp

flagging off ceremony for

strengthen ttes among i%e
member countries

the Support 1998  Com-

Prime Minister Datuk
Set-i Dr Mahathir Moha-

monweulth Games run at

mad said yesterday there
were many areas in which

Merdeka  Square.

countries could help one
another.

Addressing Common-

Sports was one such
arena where “we can defi-

wealth sports 1eaJers  and

nitely increase and
strengthen ties among the

officials of the Common-
wealth  Games E’ederatton.

,Dr Mahathir said:
YQ5FfS  is very much a

people to neoole thmg  and

B i d  f u n d  whrch was
launched simultaneously.

through sports  the people
of the world can get to
know one another and
strengthen friendly ties.”

Dr Mahathir pledged
full government support
in terms of providing
sporting facilities and
funds.

‘This IS indeed the ba-
sis of our sports policy bc-
cause WC feel through
sports \vc can create d
umted natmn.”

The Commonwealth
sports leaders are here to

Thousands of people

attend the opening of the
Olympic Council of Ma-

who have paid a symbolic

laysia building and to in-
spect the sporting facili-

$2 each to participate in

ties before a decision on
the venue is made.

the run braved a drizzle to
witness the ceremony.

More than $1 million
was contributed to the
Commonwealth Games

“More importantly, we
have the full support of
our people when we stage
these events,” he said.

“Our people fully sup-
port sports because we
beiieve sports is a strong
unifying factor, especial-
ly important in a multira-
cial, multilingual, multi-
cultural and multireli-
gious country like ours.

7‘0  show the people’s
support of the Govern-
ment’s bid. simratures  and
contributi&s-  from‘ hun
dreds of thousands 01’ *Ma-
laysians would be uath-
ered over the next three
months, said Dr Mahathir.

“I am confident you as
sports leaders in the Corn
monwealth, will appreci-
ate the efforts we are
making in bidding for the
I998 Commonwealth

“If you visit our coun-
tryside you will see that
we have football fields
and other sporting facili-
ties in almost all towns
and villages.

Games.
“I can assure you Ma-

lavsia will do evervthing
tt -can to make the 199i
C o m m o n w e a l t h  G a m e s  ,,
the best ever.‘”
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