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PASTOFACE ACTION FOR. ORGANTISING UNLAWFUL GATHERING

Mahathir - PAS

bm Ty

ALOR SETAR, Nec 11 {Bernmama) -- The government will take action against.
PAS for hav i ng organi sed the+Jjhadu) Akbar+ gathering without apolice
permit, in I\dmpunngnah Baling, from Nov26to 28, Prime Minister DRatuk
Serd J said today.

+7f it (RAX) had violated the "law, T do not. see any reason why the
government. shoul @ not. take action,+ he told reporters at the Sultan Abdul
Halim airport here.

The Prime Minister and his wife, Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dt Siti
Hamzah, had arrived here to attend a dinner organised by wndergraduvates of
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) at the Dewan Datuk Syed Omar bere touight.

Kedah Menteri Besar Tan 5vi Haji Osmap Aroff was at the airport to
greet, them. ' .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the police bad handed a report to him, i
his capacity as the Home Minister, on the unlawfuo] gathering organised by

PAS. —- mare
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PAS had organisedtbhe gathering to mark the death of 14 of its members
in what. has come tobe called the Memali incident six years ago. The party
assumed that they had died as martyrs. -

Eighteen people, four of thempol icemen, were killed in the ‘incident
when PAS members led by one Haji lhrahim Mahmud alias lhrahim T.ibya refused
to surrender and ¢l ashed wi th police.

Asked what. form theaction against. PAS would be, the Prime Yinister
said that wvould be left. to the police.

Datuk feriDrMahathir said it was regretful that PAS which professed
tochampion Tsl am was resorting tobehaviour that strayed far from what the
religion rvequired of its followers.

Healsosaid it was regretful that the party organised the gathering in
memory of itsmembers whom it, considered to have died asmartyrs hut. not,
for thefourpoli cemen who were al sokjilledthen.-— more
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He said the police had sacrificed a lot. They had defended the nation
from the Communist threat, and if not, for thpmtherountrywould have bheen
overcun by the Communists and theve would have been No ‘democracy and even
PAS would not. heinexistence.

Datuk Seri Dv Mahathir said ifthe police were actually cruel. and
resorted to Vi 01 ence then how come the Memal i incident. was not. repeated
el sewhere in the country.

Hr. said the police cordoned off ‘rhe PAS membets in Memalito defend
themselves after they were shot. at, by the group which resultedinthe
Jdeaths of four poli cemen.

He said the police bad earlier persuaded the- group ‘ta have talks bnt
1ts members attacked Jnstead -— more
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The Prime Minister said the police were not trained to be violent, what
more to kill. In fact, when facing viots they were directed to use only
tear gas and batons, he added.

Datnk Seri Dr Maliathis said it was algo regretful that PAS preferred to
consider as fate when disaster strock, such as the fire at the hostel) of
the Tautigiah Khairiah Al-Halimiah schbool sponsotred by the patrty in Padang
Iumat near here in September 1989 where 27 students were killed.

He said thecve would not have been casnalties 1L PAS bad not cramped up
to 680 students in the bhostel. —— Bernama
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