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GRADUATES URGED TO REPAY DFBT TO SOCIETY . ’ ‘
Mahathir-undergraduoates’ ‘
him Y ' @

ALOR SETAR, Dec 11 (Bernaml) -- Undergraduates should realise tbat the
opportunity for them to hfmdy could not have come about withont the
people's money and as such they should re-pay the debt by studying bard.

Prime Mipister Datuk Berj Dr Mahathir mad said although university
students had to pay fees Tor thelr study the amount collected was not
enough to pay for the entirve douration of their course.

He was gpeaking at a dinper organised by Universiti Sains Malaysia
(usM) wndergraduates here:tonight in conjunction the university's
undergraduate toster prngvﬂmme.

Under the programme, 45 USM undergradoates will be adopted as Foster
children hy Pakan Rabu rradpra here and stay with their families for one
veek.

Present. at the dinner WPTP Menteri Besar Tan Sri Haji Osman Aroff and
his wife, the Prime AJnxsTel'c wife Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr 8iti Hasmab
Ali, UsM Vice-chancellor Datuk Haji Musa Mohamad and Pekan Rabv Cooperative

chairman Hajj Mustapha Tsmail., -- more
FIL/12/23-07TM8T ’ Is
CNSBIGE ,
U GE 11-12 ¢6148 TB496
aae
Mabathir-undevgraduates 2 Alor Setar . -

Datuk SeriDr Mahathir said if undergraduates were aware of their debt,
to society, he wvas confident they would not involve thémselves in
undesirable activities.

He saiduniversity students could organise more. social welfare projects
as a way of showing their appreciation to the public.

+Only by, studying hard and serving the people through social welfare
projects willundergraduates not wvaste the money -spent on them by the
government,+ he said.

He said he was thankful that the undergraduates of.. today were unlike
the ones of the 70s who 1i ked tohald deODSfPaTIOUS purportedl Yy to COTTPPT
society and itsadminstrators.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir sai cl if undergraduates Wlshed to +correct, the
adminstrators+ they had plenty of time to do so after they’ had graduated
and entevedthepoli ticalarena. -~ more
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The PrimeMinister a sotook to task undergraduates who completed their
studies but refused to pay back thei r government study loans.

+Sometimes it IS not that they have no money but just that. they are a
bit late in paying ,+ he said.

He said the government, aimed tocreate graduates who were responsible
and who conldhelpin making the country successful .

Natuk Seri Dv Mabathi r Mohamad said he regretted the fact that there
Were sti 3 1 many business opportuniti esin urban ,areasnot being made use of
hy the Malays.

Hesa | d Bumiputeras shou ld seize these opportunities as the government.
Was willingtohelpthem i various aspects including provi ding training.
He said the Bumiputeras were as capable a any otherrace in business
as 1ng . they wete serious and did not aim to become rich overnight. --
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On Pekan Rabv where he sold goreng pi sang during his boyhood days, .
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the traders there should strive to develop the
areainto a shopping complexon par with major departmental stores in Knala.
T.umpur

Rarlier, MenteriResar Tan Sri Haji Osman Aroff said the state
government. had set up acomnittte to study how conditions a. Pekan Rahu
conid bhe i mproved .

He said a $2 million project, to upgrade the area was among the
programmes being considered.-- Bernama
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