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-GOVERNMENT WILL  RESOLVE CHINESE RICE MILLERS PROBLEMS

Mahn thi r - m i 11 e r L:
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ALOR SETAR, Dee II. (Bt?rnama)  -- Prime Minist.er  Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad  said today ‘the  government will strive to overcome the problems
?7Z377  Chinese rice millers in Kedah.

He sajd Agricul t:ure Minister Datuk Seri. Sanusi. Junid would hold a
meet ing wi th  the millers txxnorrow  to discuss the i r  problems.

+We can overcome t1lj.s problem. Even problems bigger ,than this we have
re so lved ,  + he f.cJ1.d  i-L?pc?i?x!rs a f t e r  meet ing several  leaders  of  Chinese  Rice
Mj 1.1 ers Associ  at,jons at: the Sul t,an Abdul. Hal .i.m  Airport here.

They included Chairman of the Kedah/Perlis Chinese Rioe Millers
Assoc!at.i o n ,  El3c.i Ii Saw KOl; Con, the association’s auditor Encik Ooi Ah Piau
and the Secretary iJf  t-.ke  Kedah  ~.iI~cJ-~alay  Rice  Mil lers  Associa t ion Encik
Chew Gi ok Kiln. They were accompanj  ed by the Chairman of the Kedah MCA
Liaison ~~owmit.t,ee,I~at_ulc  William Chek.

According to the assocstions, marry n.on-Bumiputera  Ri.oe Mill.ers in  Kedah
because they were faced with the ‘*would have to wind up 0ei.r business

probl em of get,t,i  ng padi whenever padi.  production in. Kedah was lower than
their  rfli  lli.?-tg  ciI1Jac:it.y.  - -  inore
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The Chinese rice millers’ problems were compound by the ruling that
non-Bumiputeras  cctnno t buy padi at the llPN (Natio.nal  Padi a n d  R i c e
Au thori  ty) purchasi  ng .r:entres which were only for Bumiputeras, the
associa t ions  said.

They a 1 so said the LPN did not allow them to buy padi from Perlis and
the authority competed wi th the Chinese rice millers by ‘freguently
increasing the milling, capacdty of LPN mills.

When asked WhebkJc:r  t,he  Chinese Rice Millers wanted the problem to be
re!;nlved  before Dee 19 -- polling day for the Jerlun stati by-e lec t ion,  the
Prime Minist,er  said: +The  Chinese rice millers d2.d not make any such
tbrefltr: only l’,!IS said they did.+

On t,hc: PAS’ move  to use the Chinese ri.ce millers issue as capital to
further its election campaign in Jerlun, Datuk Seri Dr.Mahathir  said it. was
not, a poJ.i  tical problern  arrd asked what PAS had done to xesolve the problem
faced l:~y the millers.

Meanwh il Encik Saw said the association was satisfied with the Prime
Mini  i t.er ’ s assurance that: the probl  em would be res.o.1  ved.

He hoped  Kedah Meuteri  Besar Tan Sri Osman Aroff. and Datuk Chek would
attend the meeting tomorrow with Dat,uk Seri Sanusi.

Ewik  Saw stressed that the problem did not affect the, assq’i:iations’
s u p p o r t .  f o r  t.he  Barisan Nasional  . -- Rernama
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