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Pas to face acti n for

ALOR STAR, W (’(1
Minister Datuk

Pr nne

ay action wi
be taken 1g‘lm\t Pas for or-
ganising the illegal Jihadul
Akbar gathering recently to
commemorate the death of
14 Pas supporters in the 1985
Memali incident.

He said police had submit-
ted to him a report on the
gathering, stating that it
was held without po]u ¢ per-
mlxslon

The Government sees no
reason why agtion cannot
be taken against Pas be-
cause they have ignored the
laws,” Dr Mahathir told
newsmen at the Sultan Abd-
ul Halim airport here.

The Prime Minister was
asked by newsmen whether
the Government would take
action against Pas for flout-
g the law by organising
the gathering to commemo-
rate the death of Haji Ibra-
him Libva and 13 of his fol-
lowers

The gathering was held
for three davs in Kampung

e

M?mat last month despite a.
warning by the police that’
he organisers had~#ot ob
tained a permit.

Dr Mahathir said the po-
lice, would decide on the ac-
tion to be taken against Pas.

He said he was sad that
Pas. which claimed to cham-
ﬁmn the Islamic struggle.

ad gone beyond the Idlamic
principles.

“They held the Memali
%atherlng clalmlng that

eir sup orters had died

ut what about the
four pollcemen who were
killed inthe tragedy,” the
Prime Minister said.

“Our policemen have sac-
rificed to protect the coun-
try from communist terror-
ism and it is their sacrifices
that enable us to protect de-
mocracy.

“Our country could have
been ruled by the commus-
msts and Pas would not
have existed if not for their
sacrifices,” Dr Mahathir
said.

He said the police had

bz

.

never used force in anv inci-
dent except in Memali.
“Police were forced to
take action in the Memali
incident because the Me-

mali people had attacked
ot dead four police-

men.”
Dr Mahathir said Pas

should realise that the po-
licemen who died in the
trage%/ too had families.
on’'t see any reason
why the Pas supporters who
died in the tragedy were pro
claimed to be martyrs and
not the policemen,” "he add-

ed.

Dr Mahathir, who met
members of the Kedah:Per-
lis Ricemillers Association
at the airport, said Pas
should not turn the problem
of the non-bumiputera rice
millers in Jerlun into a po-
litical issue.

He said the ricemillers
complaint was not a politi-
ca problem.

“If Pas wants to use the
matter as a political issue
then we want to know what
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the can do to resolve the
problem.’

The Prime Minister was
commenting oun reports that
the ricemillers were unhap-
py that none of the non-
bumiputera ricemills in Jer-
lun was appointed as the
National Padi and Rice
Board’s buving centre.

Dr Mahathir siaid the rice-
millers had not ihreatened
the Gosermient o resolve
che ssue during the Jerlun
State by-election but it was
Pas which was nu tt\my an
1\\119 out of it.

“The problem faced by the
ricemillers can be resolved.
It we can find solutons to
other bigger problens, we
can also fnd o solution to
this problem.” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Agricpl-
ture Minister Datuk  Seri
Sanusi Junid would meet
the ricemillers tomorrow to
discuss the problem.

Association president
Saw Kok Oon said he was
happy with the meeting _
with the i .~ ne Minister.
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