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BERNAMA YEAR-ENDER
MAHATHXR PUTS MALAYSIA ON WORLD POLITICAL MAP
%3hathir  - Foreign
B y  Jnljana Omar ‘4t 0Q

KlJALA LUMPUR,  Dee: 1.6 (Rernama)  -- Prime Minister  Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad  continued t,o set a ‘bee-tic pace during 3.991 in his consist_ent,  quest.
~Malaysia  on the worl_d  pol i t ica l  map while seekin a  bet ter  deal  for
deveIopi.r~g  Thi  1-d World  countries j.11 a year marked by the dramatic death of
commun  i.sm i D the Soviet,  IJnion  and later that. of the super power itself..

Hi c; comba  tj ve and no-nonsense dip1  omacy j mpressed*“l  eaders  of Third
World nations while t.ltose  from the developed countries are forced t,o sit. up
and  3 5 st,en t,o hj s outspoken criticism against, how the Worth is solvj.ng
thei r  problems at, t.he expense  of .t.he South.

Under  11j s s t e w a r d s h i p ,  Flalaysia has heen .i.p the forkfront in f i gh t ing
.fc~r the right,s  of t:he developing countr ies  in  the in ternat ional  arena.
T o d a y ,  Ma1 aysi a :i s being  3 ooksd upon  as a +spokesman+  6l: the Third World
while  1 c~~rl,ers  Fram t,he dc:vel  opecl  North take note o;f his views eventhough

: .*
some do not, like ,what they hear. ,;, ,

Even the lInit.ed  Xt,al;tr:s  adminisl-,ration  had to cespond to his persistent. -*
e-ffort, .t,o woo J;lpnll  and South Korea  i.nt,o  jo in ing  t,ti&.East  Asia Er:onomi(:I
Caucus  (EAR(:)  . Hi:; st,at,ement  t,hat. Malaysia would sl;8y away from the Ilnl-ted
Nat~on.s Conferenr:e  on Environment, and Development in Brazil next. year
wa7rrant.r.d  a personal visit.  by it.s Secretary-General Dr Morris Strong .t,o
persuade him to cliange his mind.

H e  also lef t .  his mark at. t.he lJni.t.ecl  Nat,jons  i.n’b.is  speech.  .at i t s  4 6 t h  -
General Assembly in New York last, September where he said t&at there must
hF: democracy between stz1t.e:;  of t,he  world if democracy is to be the only
acceptal’i’l  e system of government, within states: .-- more
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tiaha t,hir - F<lreign 2  Kuala Lumpur
He said democracy wi3 I. be meaningless to developing countries if they

have no right. of choice at. all, if democracy means that. their ‘peoples  are
consj st.entJ  y subjected t-o i.nstabi li ty and disruptions and economi.c
weaknesses making them subject. to manipulation by the powerful democracies.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat3j.r is adamant that. Malaysia will. atit bow Fo
pressures  f rom the devel.operI  countrie s which arC! finding fault, with, ’
Tleveloping  countries by using issues such as human rj.ght,s and environment.

At the 1909  Commonweal.th  Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM)  in Huala
Lumpur,  Malaysia was made chairman of the Commonwealth High Level Appraisal
Group to supervise and chart a new course and role .for the organisation
into the 1330's  and beyond.  The group j.nvol.ved  Australia, Bahamas, Brj t_ain,
Canada, India, Jamaica, Nigeria, Singapore and Zamhiq.

At, t,h.i  s year ’ 6 C H O G M  i-n Harare, Zimbabwe  in 0ctobe.i,  Mal.aysia  also
heads .t,he Group of 11 to seek ways in which the 50-,memher  organisations
could assist, in bringing about an early solution to ‘the South African
question. -- more . . ‘.-. .
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Malla-thir  - Foreign 3 Kun3.a Lumpur
During the year, Malaysia also paved the way for closer ties with the

African countries and is expected to be the first country in Asja t.o have a
direct air link with Zimbabwe.

A whole new vi.st,a is a3 so ‘now opened up in Mal.aysia-Af rica relati.ons,
b0t.h at: governmeut, and people-to-peapl e level, .with the ‘government’s
deck  sion to allow Malaysians to visi.t._ South. Africa, ending a 30-year ban
caused by South Africa’s expulsion from t.he Commonwealth over i.ts apart.heid
pol icy of raci al di scrimina t.j on and segregation.. ....

The  Harare  CHOGM  agreed t;o lif h people  to people sanctions on South
Africa . This would j nr:lude  consular and visa restri.ctions,  cultural. and
s c i e n t i f i c  boyr:ot,t.s, r e s t r i c t i o n s on tourism promotion and the ban on
di rect; a.i r l.inli  .

Malaysia a7 so pl.ayed a significant, ro.Te  at, the second Group of 15
(G-l 5) Summit i.n Caracas, Venezuela, i.n November. and Da’tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
addressed the meet,ing as a spokesman for .Asia, in recognition of t.he.  role . .
played by Ma3  aysi,a in promoting South-Sou.th  co-opera.tion.

Malaysia was t.he prime mover in t.he format-ion of. G-15, a working group . .

for .J eaders of developing countries to act as a cata’lyst  for greater f ’
co-operation among Third World countries. Its members are Algeria, .

” Argen t ina ,  Braz i l ,  Egypt, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Ma1.ays.i  a, Mexi co,
Nigeria, Peru, Senegal  , Venezuela, Yugoslavia’ and Zimbabwe.

During t-hat,  meeting, l.eaders  of the Group of 3.5 agreed to look into the
possibi1it.y  CJf expanding the body to provide for ‘more balanced . _
representation in membership. -- more
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Mahathir  - Foreign 4 Kuala Lumpur . .
Closer to home, ?Ialaysj a was also one of t-he signatories of the

historic peace iiccCJrd in. Paris which formally ended Cambodia ’ s 1%year
conflict. ‘I

The accord was signed ‘by the four qarring  factions of Cambodia and 18
n a 1: ions  , including the five permanent, members of the UW’Security  Council on

o.ct-. 2 3 .
Apart, from Malaysia, the ot.her  countries at. the Paris gnf erence

sponsored by France and Indonesi  a were Australia, Brun.ei,  Canada, China,
France,  Tndia, Japan, Laos, the Philippi.nes,  Singapore, Thailand, the
‘Soviet, Union, Britain, Uni.ted  Stat-es, Vietnam and Yugoslavia.

Ma1  aysia is still nctive1.y  involved in the peace arrangement wit.11 the
participation of two of its military officers in the UN Advance Mission in
Cambodia (Unamic) together with 49 other officers. from ,23 countries, which
make up the mission.

The year started against, the backdrop of a +t.ime  bomb+ t.icking  away in
the  Pers ian GUI f , wj th the Jan 15 deadline set the Uni.ted  Nations Securi.ty
Council for Iraq to quit Kuwait. or face military action.

The Foreign Ministry organised  the repatriation of some’ .l, 7841
Malaysians from several Gulf nations before  the  deadl ine  expired. - -  more

-_ %... ‘.
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The war, which started on (Tan  17 when the IJnited  -States-led  fo rces

-

atStacked Iraqi targets hot;11  in Iraq and occupied Kuwait at 8 am Malaysian
Time, 1 asted for 43 days before a ceasefire was announced on Feb 28.

Ma3 aysi a reopened its embassjes  in Kuwait City and Baghdad in April
after the sit-,uat.ion  normalised  with an offer to help in the reconstruction
of both coun  t.ri es .

March 15 saw t.he return  of Datuk Abdullah Ahmad  Badawi to the Cabinet,
as Forej gn Minj ster and be made his firm stand known by statin.g  that,
Malaysia need not. have to look up t.tr any country .or world power in the
conduct, of its forei gn relatj.ons.

He nl SC) announced a review of Malaysia’s foreign policy to reflect the
importance placed by the government on economic matters 3ike enhancing
economic:, trade and invest.ment. ties in line with its objective of becoming
a developed country in 30 years, under t-he Vision 2020 programme.

During the year, Mal.aysia  played hosts to three major international
conferences -- the Asean  Ministerial Meeting (AMM) and th6 Post-Ministerial.
Conference (PMC) -from  July 19 to July 24, the Asean Economic Ministers
Meetjng  (Oct. 7 - Ott 8) and the Commonwealth Finance Ministers Meeting (Ott,
8 - Ott 10). -- more
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Mahathir - Foreign 6 Kuala Lumpur .
The strained relations between Mala.ysia  and Australia which lingered

.fr-oti  the past, year, somewhat, eased off during 1991, thanks t,o the
initiative ori Rust~ralian Foreign flinister Senator Gareth Evans, who came to
Kual a Lumpur for the IW armed wj th a I.ett?er from his Prime Minister Bob
Nawke . .

Sen Evans made amends for tjle thaw in relations by admit’fing that t.he
problem was caused by t_he  Australian media which hag been .attacking .
Mal.aysi_a inc luding  the te levis ion  +Emhassy+ seri,es. . .

When relations turned sour, visits by official delegations in.cl.uding
businessmen of both countries were suspended and this had Australian
businessmen, who have subst.ant,ia.l investments in Malaysia, worrj.ed.

But. things healed further following a meeting between the Prime
Minis ters  of  hot:11  countries at. the Harare CHCGM.

And this week, the first, official  delegation from Au$rali?  since the
strained perj.od  came to town, led by Minister of Industry, Technology and
Commerce Senator John Button, who b?XJIlght  with him 20 leading
businessmen. -- more
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AfLer his meeting  w i t h Sen Butt,on, the Prime Minister said: + Malaysia
is familiar wit.h  ,the attitude of the Australian media and’athere is no point
in paying any at.t;en t.ion to it,+. .

Malaysia’s strong h1it.z on the fdreign  diplomatic frdnt may ‘well
continue into the new year, which like 1991, will s&6 the break-up of the
c)oVi.et  re~JUbl.ic:; inevitably taking centre-stage again,.

Cambodia , an issue which Ma1.aysj.a has long been associated with in
e f fo r t s  .to end the conflict,  is also expected to continue ,.to preoccupy
djplomats  in the region w.i th peace in the area stil.,l  regapded  as frayi-l.‘e.

Tn the new year, Malaysia  is  also expected to cqmq.  up :wi.th  a plan that,,.
will  lead to a greater f)ow of repatriation for the-14,000  Vie tnamese  boa t
p e o p l e  i n  the Sungai  Besi  ’ transit. camp near here.--  ‘Bernarria*‘.
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