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BERNAMA YEAR-ENDER

MAHATHXR PUTS MALAYSIA ON WORLD POLITICAL MAP

Mahathir~ Foreign

By Juliana Oma: Ay @

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 1.6 (Rernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mobamad continued to set a hectic pace during 3.991 in his consistent quest.
to put Malaysia on the world political map while seeking a better deal for
developing Third World countries in a year marked by the dramatic death of
commun ism i p the Soviet, Union and later that. of the super power itself..

Hi s combative and no-nonsense dipl omacy impressed Jeaders of Third
World nations while thase from the developed countries are forced to sit. up
andlistentohis outspoken criticism against, how the Worth is solving
their problems atthe expense of the South.

Under hi s stewardship, Malaysia has heenip the forefrontin fighting
for the rights of the developing countries in the international arena.
Today, Malaysiaishbeing 3 coked upon as a +spokesman+ of the Third World
wvhile 1 eaders from the developed North take note of hIS views eventhough
somedo not, like ,what. they hear.

Eventhe United Statesadministration had to neqpond to his persistent.
effort to woo Japan and South Korea into joining thé-East Asia Economic
Caucus (FARC).His statement that Malaysia would stay away from the United
Nations Conference on Environment, and Development in Brazil next. year
varvapted a personal visit by its Secretary-General Dr Morris Strong to
persuade him tochange his mind.

He also left. hismark at. the United Nations in”his speech at its 46th -
General Assembly in New York last, September where he said that there must
be democracy between statesof the world  if democracy is to be the only
acceptable system of government, within states: -- more
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He said democracy wil |I. be meaningless to developing countries if they
have no right. of choice at. all, if democracy means that. their peaples are
consjstent) y subjected toinstabili ty and disruptions and economic
weaknesses making them subject. to manipulation by the powerful democracies.

Datuk Seri DrMahathir is adamant that. Malaysia will. nagt bow to
pressures from the developed countries which are finding fault, with,
developing countries by using issues such as human rights and environment.

At the 1989 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia was made chairman of the Commonwealth High Level Appraisal
Group to supervise and chart a new course and role for the organisation
into the 1999's and beyvond. The group involvedAustralia, Bahamas, Britain,
Canada, India, Jamaica, Nigeria, Singapore and Zambia.

At this year 's CHOGM inHarare, Zimbabwe in October, Malaysiaalso
heads the Group of 11 to seek ways in which the 5@¢-member organisations
could assist, in bringing about an early solution to ‘the South African
guestion. -- more
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During the year, Malaysia also paved the way for closer ties with the
African countries and is expected to be the first country in Asia t.0 have a
direct air link with Zimbabwe.

A whole new vista is a)J so ‘now opened up in Malaysia-Africarelations,
both at government and people-to-peapl e level, with the ‘government’'s
deci sion to allow Malaysians to visit South Africa, ending a 3@-year ban
caused by South Africa’s expulsion from t.he Commonwealth over itsapartheid
pol icy of racial di scrimina ti on and segregation.. '

The Harare CHOGM agreed to lif t people to people sanctions on South
Africa . This would incinde consular and visa restrictions, cultural. and
scientific boycotts, restrictions on tourism promotion and the ban on
direct air link.

Malaysia a7 so played a significant, role at, the second Group of 15
(G-I 5) Summit inCaracas, Venezuela, i.n November. and Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
addressed the meeting as a spokesman for -Asia, in recognition of the. role . .
played by Malaysia in promoting South-South co-operation.

Malaysia was the prime mover in t.he format-ion of. G-15, a working group
for -1 eaders of developing countries to act as a catalyst for greater -
co-operation among Third World countries. 1ts members are Algeria,

- Argentina, Brazil, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Malaysi a Mexi co,

Nigeria, Peru, Senegal , Venezuela, Yugoslavia and Zimbabwe.

During that meeting, leaders of the Group of 35 agreed to look into the
possibilityot expanding the body to provide for ‘more balanced
representation in membership. -- more
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Closer to home, Malaysi a was also one of ‘rhe signatories of the
historic peace accord in. Paris which formaly ended Cambodia 's13-year
conflict. o

The accord was signed ‘by the four warring factions of Cambodia and 18
nations, including the five permanent, members of the UN Security Council on
Oct. 23.

Apart, from Malaysia, theother countries at. the Paris conf erence
sponsored by France and Indonesi a were Australia, Brunei, Canada, China,
France, Tndia, Japan, Laos, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, the
‘Soviet Union, Britain, United Stat-es, Vietnam and Yugoslavia.

Malaysia is gtill actively involved in the peace arrangement wit.11 the
participation of two of its military officers in the UN Advance Mission in
Cambodia (Unamic) together with 49 other officers. from 23 countries, which
make up the mission.

The year started against, the backdrop of a +time bomb+ ticking away in
the Persian Gulf, with the Jan 15 deadline set the United Nations Security
Council for Iraq to quit Kuwait. or face military action.

The Foreign Ministry organised the repatriation of some’ 1,709

Malaysians from several Gulf nations before the deadline explred.-- more
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The war, whichstarted on Janl17 when the United States-led forces
attacked Iraqi targets both in Irag and occupied Kuwait at 8 am Malaysian
Time, 1asted for 43 days before a ceasefire was announced on Feb 28.

Mal aysi a reopened its embassiesin Kuwait City and Baghdad in April
after the situationnormalised with an offer to help in the reconstruction
of bothcountri es.

March 15sawtheveturn of Datuk Abdullah Ahmad Badawi to the Cabinet,
as ForeignMinister and he made his firm stand known by stating that,
Malaysia need not. have to look up to any country or world power in the
conduct, of its forei gn relations.

He al so announced a review of Malaysia's foreign policy to reflect the
importance placed bythe government on economic matters 1ike enhancing
economic:;, trade and investmeut ties in line with its objective of becoming
a developed country in 30 years, under the Vision 2020 programme.

During the year, Malaysia played hosts to three major international
conferences -- the Asean Ministerial Meeting (AMM) and the Post-Ministerial.
Conference (PMC) from July 19 to July 24, the Asean Economic Ministers
Meeting (Oct. 7 -0ct 8) and the Commonwealth Finance Ministers Meeting (Oct
8 - Oct 10). —- more
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The strained relations between Malaysia and Australia which lingered
-from the past, year, somewhat, eased off during 1991, thanks to the
initiative ofAustralian Foreign Minister Senator Gareth Evans, who came to
Kual a Lumpur for the PMC armed with aletter from his Prime Minister Bob
Hawke . .

Sen Evans made amends for the thaw in relations by admitting that t.he
problem was caused by the Australian media which had been .attacking
Malaysia including the television t+Embassy+series.

When relations turned sour, visits by official delegations including
businessmen of hoth countries were suspended and this had Australian
businessmen, whohave substantial investments in Malaysia, worried.

But. things healed further following a meeting between the Prime
Ministers of both countries at. the Harare CHOGM.

And this week, tbefirstofficial delegation from Australia since the
strained period came to town, led by Minister of Industry, Technology and
Commerce fenatar Jehkn Button, who brought with him 20 leading
businessmen. -- more
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After his meeting with Sen Button, the Prime Minister said:+ Malaysia
is familiar withthe attitude of the Australian media and ‘there is no point
in paying any attention to it+. o

Malaysia’s strong blitz on the foreign diplomatic front may ‘well
continue into the new year, which like 1991, will see the break-up of the
foviet vepublics inevitably taking centre-stage again.

Cambodia, an issue which Malaysia has long been associated with in
efforts to end the conflict, is also expected to continue to preoccupy
diplomats in the region with peace in the area stiil}) regarded as fragile.

Tn the new year, Malaysia is also expected to come up 'with aplan that-
will lead to a greater flow of repatriation for the-14,006 Vietnamese boat
people | N the SungaiBesi’ transit. camp near here.-- Bernana
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