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MALAYSTA WANTS JAPAN TO PLAY CENTRAL ROLE IN REGION

LEAD Mahathir - embassy .

from Ahdul Ruh nan Sulaiman @m: s

TOKYO, Dec 24"¥Bernama) —— Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today Malaysia wants Japan to play a 1eadersh1p rote 10 the
econom ¢ development of the Asia-Pacific region.

He said such a role betits Japan's current p091f10n as a beacou of
ingpiration to the developing cvountries of the region. .

Opening a new complex of the Malaysian Embassy heve, Datuk Sery Dt
Mahathir sajd as far ac Malaysia was concerned, it had always enjoyed warm
and friendly velations with Japan.

+Japan is not only Malaysia's ]argPst trad)ng partuer and foreigo
investor, but has also inspired us in our effort towards economic
develobment . '

+T have said that the good telatiovship between Japan and Malaysia will
contipue to grow and the pew chancery which we see today will be used as a
vital facility for that velaticuship,+ be said. —— more
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Also present at the ceremouy were Japanese Deputy Prime Minister and
Foteigon Minister Michio Watanabe, heads of foreign missions here, Asean
ambassadors, and Japannese and Malaysian officials.

Fatlier, on arvival_at the complex, the Prime Minister and his wife -
Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah were given a traditional Malay
welcome by the Malavsian embassy statf and their families.

The Prime Minister was veceived on arrival by Malaysian Ambassador
Datuk Mobamed Khatily Ahdul Hamid.

This morning, the Prime Mivister accompanied his wife to officiate the
opening of another complex, the staff apartments of the embassy, located at
the pearby Kemi-Meguire residential district.

To hev speech, Datnk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah wrged the wives of Malaysian
diplomats abroad to play a supportive role to enable their husbands to
perform their duties better. -- move
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the $ai1d that in the foreign service, the role played hy wives through
activities orvganised by the wissions were as important as that of their
husbhands. .,

The success of the husbands in their cateers was the result of positive
support by their wives, she added. :

Datuk Secri Dv 8iti Hasmah also advised them not to neglect their
children's edvcation while abroad, especially in religious studies, Bahasa
Malaysia, English and civics.

she praised the efforts of the wives of Malaysian displomats here in
organising courses in these subjects.

The two complexes opened today vere completed - 1asT chober and cost: .,
slightly over. six bhillion yen (M$114 willion). |

Their construction was wade possible through the sale of the former
amhassador's vesidence and a piece of land owned by the Malaysian
government here. -— morve
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The embassy complex will bouse the various Malaysian government
agencies novw scatteved thronghout Tokyo.

Tt consists of the ambassador's official residence, a four-storey
chancery building and five staff apariments.

Among the facilities are a multi-purpose convention hall with a seating
capacity for 258 peonle, simnltaneous translation facilities and other
state-of-the-art auvdio visual systems.

The design of the complex incovporvates traditional and modern
MaJaysian, Japanese and Tslamic architectural concepts. -- Bernams
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