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TOKYO. Tues. - Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma;
hAthly Mohamad said today
that the World Rank guide-
line tying Official Develop-
ment ' ASIstance (ODA) to
the recipient country’s ?er
capitaincome based on the
us dollar was no longer
practical. . .

Under this guideline,
countries with per capitaex-
ceeding US$2,335 cannot en-
joy cheap loans. (Malaysia's
per capitais US$2,448 "(cur-
rent prices.) . . )

Dr Mahathir said this
yardstick was established
long ago when the US dollar
was strong compared with
the yen. Now the yen has
appreciated against’the US
dxc’)har

He raised this matter with
Japanese Prime Minister
Kiichi Mivazawa when they
met today. ]

Speaking to Malaysian
newsmen after the meeting,
Dr Mahathir said he told Mr
Mivazawa that this criteri-
on should no longer be used
for soft loans.

Dr Mahathir said the Jap-
anese Prime Minister
Taughed and added that Ja-
pandid not take into ac-
count the exchange rate
whet it gave soft loans and
that t followed the World
Rané guideline.

Tir Malathiv  whe de-
sctibed his meeting with Mr
Mivazawa as a “courtesy
call”"alsoodiscussed” hilater-
alrelations, the dtuation in
Southeast Asia and the Ko-
rean Peninsula with the
Japanese leader.

They also talked about
trends in democracy during
whichIr Mahathir made

S e a s

the point that individual ™

countries should not inter-
fereintheinterna affairs of
other nations. o

During his current visit,
the Prime Minister also h
taks with corporate |ead-
ers, including those in Dai-
hatsu, Mitsubishi and Bank
of Japan.

Tomorrow, Dr Mahathir
will meet business leaders
before continuing with his
working visit to South Ko-
rea on Thursday. .

Earlier, Df Mahathir
opened Imdlagst s new em-
bassy complex here, de-
scribing it as a symbol of the
co-operation and friendship
between Maaysia and Ja-
pan.
“The construction of the
complex is a source of pride
for.us,” he told a gathering
which included “Japanese
Deputy Prime Miniter Mi-
chio Watanabe, who is aso
Foreign Minister.

_“Its design, incorporating
tiharmonious blend of tradi-
tiona Malay, “131amiic, and
Japanese architecture will, 1
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countries in our region,'! he .
sad. O S

“Hence we would encour-’ |

?_e Japan to Play a leader- "
ip role in the economic .
development of the Asia-Pa--,

cific reglion. Tk
“I haveTaith that the good
relationship between Japan',

to grow and the new chan-
cery which we see today will; -

heused as avital facility for -

that relationship.” #..4
Earlier in the day, Datin;
Seri Dr siti Hasmah' Mohdf -
Ali opened a block of embas-,*
sy staff apartmentsin‘Kami-».
meguro, a i0-minute’ drive
away from the embassys % 4
The four-storey*em AR
complex is ablend:of Malay™
sian and Japanese charac-
teristics. One such example
is the “kekkai” design (Jap-,

hope, contribute  to the ar- anese word meaning spiri-
chitectural diversity of To- tual boundar + 3

kyo, thus further enhancing

its cosmopolitan charac- \

ter.”

_Dr Mahathir said Malay

sia and Japan had always
eg||oyed warm and friendly
' ﬁﬁons' t only Mal
an IS not on -
sia slargest tradi ny part%r
and foreign investor, but
has aso inspired the coun-
trv in its effort towards eco-
ndmic development.
“Japan amost without ex-
ception is a beacon of inspi-
ra{)lon to the developing
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“Unlike a \)//v)all as‘is cc;m?i}j

monly understood to divide:
spaces. ‘the'kekkal™ screen, .

made up of concrete grids
filled with traditional 1slam-

ic_patterns,. allows light, -

wind, sound and view to'il-*;
ter through. 4
“The building was de- :
signed and constructed by-
Shimizu --Corp, Maaysian™
marble and timber were
used. e -:w_»." -
‘OPlcture of - g
Dr Mahathlr and Mr ;
Miyazawa in Page 18.

14

and Maaysia will continue .

guideline
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