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Earlier in the day, Datin;
Seri Dr Siti  Hasmah Mohdf 1
Ali opened a block ofembas-i4<
sy staff apartments inKami-,;ls
meguro, a l@minuts”dyivp
away from the embassr’&  d

The four-storey”em  assy 4
complex is a blend:of  Malayi*
Sian and Japanese charac.
teristics.  One such example
is the “kekkai”  design (Jag- :

Dr Mahathir said the Jap-
;i~~f~se P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
!;~u~bed  and added that Ja-
p:m d1t1  not take into ac-
cwnt  t h e  exchange r a t e
~~hrr it gavr soft loans and
that t fbllowcd  the World
llair~ guideline.

j,~ !,!:+l:;!*lii! ::~lll~ de -
SC, lb4 ins lneeting with Mr
;~i~~awa a:, a  “cot!rtesy

c ;11sn  discussed bllater-
ai wl;iiir)11s,  the situation in
~wthwat  Asia and the Ko-
l-pan Fwinsula  w i t h  t h e
.Iapanw leads.

hope, contribute ,to the ar- arlese  word meanmg  splrl- I’
chitectural diversit
kyo, thus further enK

of To- ,tual boundary). ,; ,;;::“i;
ancing Unlike a “wall” as‘is corn? .*g

:;r,,cosmopolltan  charac- \ manly unde!stood ko divide:
i spaces. the kekkai screen, !

made up of concrete grids
filled with traditional Islam-
ic patterns,. allows light, ,’ .
wind, sound and view to film “i
ter through.

The building was de- i
signed and constructed by-
Shimizu- .Corp.  Malaysian ,”
marble and timber were:*

r 1used. : ..,.,J .+
l Cl  Plclure  of c i: : ,
Dr Mahathlr and Mr i
Miyazawa in Page 18.

TOKYO. Tues. - Prime
MlnistrJr  Datuk Seri Dr Ma;
bdfhir Mohamad said today
that the WorId Rank guide-
line tving Official Develop-
rnwt ‘Assistance (ODA) to
the recipient country’s per
~p~tn income based on the
I,6 dollar was no longer
Ilractic-al.

I!ndrr  this guideline,
countries  with per capita ex.
cwtling cTS$2.335  cannot en-
JO:C  cheap loans. (Malaysia’s
per  capita is US$2,448  (cur-
rent prires.)

T)r Mahathir said this
yardstick was established
long  >Igo  when the US dollar
was strong compared with
the yin. Now the yen has
appreriatctl  against the US
dollar.

II~ raised this matter with
Japanese Prime Minister
F<iichi  Mivazawa when they
met todav.

Speaking to Malaysian
nwsmcn  after the meeting,
nr hlahnthir  said he told Mr
hliywawa that this criteri-
on should nu longer be used
for soft loans.

obey also talked about
!rf~rids  in democraw  during
whwh I)r Mahathir made

During his current visit,
the Prime Minister also had
talks with co orate lead-
ers, including tTrRose in Dai-
hatsu, Mitsubishi and Bank
of Japan.

Tomorrow, Dr Mahathir
will  meet business leaders
before continuing with his
working visit to South Ko-
rea on Thursday.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir
opened Mala sia’s new em-
bassy corn&x here, de-
scribing it as a symbol of the
co-operation and friendship
between Malaysia and J*
pan.

“The construction of the
complex is a source of pride
for us,” he told a gathering
which included Ja .anese
Deputy Prime Minis er Mi-P
chio Watanabe, who is also
Foreim Minister.

“Its design, incorporating
tiharmonious b!e@  OF tradi:

0 FROM PAkE.ONE  .‘I
countries in our region,‘! he :
said. m. &( I :

“Hence we would’ehcour.’
age Japan to play a ,leadep !
ship role in the economic :
development q,f the As~a-Pa::  i
cific r e g i o n . ,ri.y.*:

“I have faith that the good i
relationship between$apan:.f
and Malaysia will continue _.
to grow and the new chan-
cery which we sed today willi J
he used,as a vital facility for I,
that relationship.” :& -. fi

Dr Mahathir said Malay
sia and Japan had always
enjoyed warm and friendly
relations.

Japan is not only Malay-
sia’s largest trading partner
and foreign investor, but
has also inspired the coun-
trv in its effort towards eco-
ndmic development.

“Japan almost without eX-
ception  is a beacon of inspI-
ration to the developing
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