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that the situation was still
murky and changing very
fast.

ULSAN, Sat. - Rrime  Min-
i s t e r  Datdr Qnn Dr M
ha&&s&l  Malaysia is likz
ly to recognise soon the
independent States born
from the disintegration of
the Soviet Union.

“All we need to do is to
take a decision.” he told Ma-
laysian newsmen accompa-
nying him on a four-day prl-
vate visit to South Korea
last night.

He envisaged that the Ma-
laysian ambassador in Mos-
cow would represent the
country in Russia and at the
same time be accredited to
the other independent
States close to it.

“If it is ssible, then Ma-
laysia wi 1 later establishp”
embassies in the other
States,” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who was re-
s
t1

onding to questions from
e newsmen, did not fore-

see any major problem with
regard to trade with the
newly independent States
although, he said, it was
still u.iGi%?  who would be
responsible for the bilateral
agreements Malaysia had
signed with the Soviet
Union.

He said changing a sys-
tem of Government was not
an easy task because while
decisions could be made
fast, the implementation of
the decisions took time.

“In a democracy, people
feel free to do what thev
want and in such a situation
it can give rise to confu-
sion,” he added.

He noted that the coun-
tries in the “Commonwealth
of Independent States”
lacked capital and manage-
rial expertise and in an open
market economy, prices
which were kept artifically
low under the socialist sys-
tem would rise.

This might cause difficul-
ties to the people. and they
won&Eno$$ &rp$h;
throw out their Govem-
menf “as they have done
with (Soviet leader M&hail)
Gorbachev”.

Dr Mahathlr said assis-
tance from the West might
not be enough because alot
of money would be required
over a long period of time.

The Prhne Minister, who
had lunch with South Kore-
an *4dent  Roh .Tae  Woo

in Seoul before flying here,
said they discussed only
briefly the events in the now
defunct Soviet Union.

They talked generally
about bilateral issues and
the world political and eco-
nomic situation.

Replying to another ques-
tion, he said he did not raise
the matter of the East Asia
Economic Caucus with
President Roh.

He made it clear that he
did not come to South Korea
or Japan - where he met
Prime Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa on Dee  24 - “to
l&&b& support for the

However, he said he ex-
plained the concept to for-
mer Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Yasuhiro Nakasone in
Tokyo on Christmas day.

Mr Nakasone’s reaction
indicated he did not reject
the EAEC.

Last night Dr Mahathir
and Datin Seri Dr Siti  Has-
mah were guests of honour
at a dinner to mark the nam-
ing and delivery of Bunga
Pelangi,  a Malaysian Inter-
national Shipping Corpora-
tion carrier, in this city
400km south-east of Seoul
(see also Page 2).

Thev return home tomor-
row. _
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