JTRA. Thurs. — The Gov-
ernment will consider a pro-
posal by the Kedah Farmers
Organisation (PPN) to set
up a Farmers Aid Fund, Da-
tuk SerjDr Mahathir Moha-
mad said today. )

The Prime "Minister said
the Government was pre-
pared to consider the pro-
osal since the PPN said the
und would benefit farmers
affected by natura catastro-
phes )

He was speaking to re-
porters after attending a
closed-door meeting with
the PPN committee at the
Kubang Pasu Religious
Complex here.

“We are considering the
proposad and we have sug-
gested to the PPN at today’s
meeting that affected farm-
ers be paid ‘ringgit-for-ring-
git’, according to_their con-
tributions,” he said.

The New Straits Times re-
ported last June that the
Idea for such a fund was
mooted by the chairman of
the PPN, Encik Badri Hgji
Yunus. and to be drawn up
with the State Govern-
ment’'s assistance.

Farmers, whose CrOﬁS,
fruit plantations and other
crops were damaged by nat-
ural catastrophes, such as
flood or drought would get
compensation from the
fund.

It would also save the
State Government millions
of ringgit a year which was
used to pay farmers whose
crops were damaged.

Dr Mahathir dso said the
State Government had giv-
en the PPN a piece of land to
build the Wisma Peladang
to house a hotel, but the
PPN did not have the funds
to proceed with the project.

he Government had also
suggested that the PPN li-
aise with other bodies to get
fundé for the project.

Asked whether a farmers’
bank should be set up, Dr
Mahathir said this had been
suggested before.

He said it was normal for
such su% estions to be made
but problems could not be
solved even if 16 agencies
were set up. .

“The problem is the weak-
ness in the management of
such bodies. If the problems
are not overcome or if man-
agement techniques are not
understood. nothing will be
solved.” added Dr Mahathir.

Earlier when launching
the PPN membership cam-
paign at Dewan Jitra, near

fund

nere, the Prime Minister
said the Japanese “One Vil-
lage One Product” agricul-
ture concept could be Tmple-
mented here as it could help
in the systematic develop-
ment of the agricultural sec-
tor.

The concept was success-
ful in improving the socio-
economic standards of farm-
ers in the Japanese Oita
Prefecture, he said.

He said the farmers here
should not feel shy to emu-
late those who had attained
success in the agricultural
sector. . »

“Besides being willing to
follow what other people
have done, we must also-be
prepared to work hard to
achieve what we have
planned,” he added.

Dr Mahathir reminded
the farmers that large mem-
bership and capita did not
guarantee that farmers or-
ganisations would succeed.,

“The important factor is
the farmers' willingness to
strive and achieve their eco-
nomic _targets.

“Besides hard work. farm-
ers must also have disci-
pline. trustworthiness. dili-

ence, resilience and
oyalty,” he added.
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Dr Mahathir urged all

uarters to ensure that the

cedah Government’s twin-
ning with the Oita Prefec-
ture would su .

He said several other
States, including Malacca,
were also interested in
adopting the concept.

The Prime Minister later
presented certificates to
area farmers’ organisations
(PPKs) with the highest
membership and shares and
also to individual farmers
who had some of the highest
shares in their respective or-
ganisations.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Haji Osman Aroff, in his
speech at the launch of the
membership drive, urged
the 57,000 farmers living
outside the Muda Agricul-
tral Development Authorl}gy
(Mada) area to join the PPKs
as the move would benefit
the farming community.

Tan Sri Haji Osman said
large membership and capi-
tal would alow the PPKs to
carry out bigger socio-eco-
nomic and commercia pro-
jects for members.

This would help raise the
farmers income and their
standard of living.
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“It would adlso be in line
with the Vision 2020.” he
added

The Menteri Besar. who
said only 42,000 farmers
were members of the 20
PPKs in Kedah, hoped more
would jain.

He said the State Govern-
ment was committed to help
farmers raise their standard
«of living, and pledged that it
WF())“Id continue to assist the

“All district officers have
been appointed honorary
presidents of the PPKs in
their districts to ensure
these organisations benefit
their members.

“This is also one way to
bridge the gap between
State Government |eaders
and the farmers,” he added.

Earlier. the chairman of
the PPN. Encik Badri Haji
Yunus, said the organisa-
tion would encourage farm-
ers to be more reslient to-
wards challenges and
changes. ]

The PPN would continue
to encourage farmers to use
modern farming methods
and integrated farming
rgo%gagement by the vear




