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Funds will only begiven to 
improve Pekan mbu if the 
traders can give a written 
assurance that they will 

today. 
The Prime Minister said 

the Government needed as- 
surance from the traders be- 
fore carrying out work to 
improve the market along 
the lines of popular shop 
ping malls or supermark&. 

He said the Government 
was not willing to spend the 
money if the traders refused 
to change their attitude and 
business methods. 

Dr Mahathir was speak- 
ing to reporters after a 45- 
minute meeting with the 
committee members of Ko- 
perasi Pekan Rabu on his 
arrival at the Sultan Abdul 
Halim Airport in Kepala Ba- 
tas. 

He said he met the com- 
mittee todav because he had 
promised to improve and 
beautify the market and 
turn it into a shopping mall 
or supermarket. 

He said there was no point 
of improving the market if 
the traders continued to ig_ 
nore advice by making ex- 
tensions to their shops and 
failing to ensure cleanli- 
ness. 

“There is no point having 
a beautiful building but 
traders continue with their 
old habits.” 

Dr Mahathir said the Ko- 
perasi Pekan Rabu presi- 
dent must hold a meeting 
with all the traders con- 
cerned and get their written 
assurance. - 

“The Government will 
wait for that written assur 
ance and we are not giving 
them any deadline.” 

He said the Government 
had plans to expand Pekan 
Rabu and install a new 
lighting system to enable 
the market to operate at 

ness strategres now nave 
changed and th%y should 
not maintain the outdated 
method if they wanted their 
business to improve. 

He said Pekan Rabu had 
not been fully utilised b 
the traders to reap as muc E 
profits as possible. 

“If we were to give the 
market to a private firm, 
they will turn it into a mon- 
ey spinner.” 
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