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Dr M: East Asia

By Ahmad A. Talib

SINGAPORE, Mon. — The
East Asian countries need
the East Asia Economic
Caucus, D i a-

i d said

hathir—Mohamac
stressing that the informal
get-together of nations for
consultations will provide a
S,trOnfer base for interna-
tional economic justice and
far play. =
The Prime Minister, in his
opening remarks at the
dart of the two-day Fourth
Asean Summit, sad: “We
need a strong Asean base to
be better able to face new
uncertainties in the wider
Asia-Pacific environment_ as
well as a rapidly changing

world.

“When the Cold War was
on, we al yearned to be free
from this” oppressive con-
flict and the proxy fights
and divisions which it Spun
off. We, in the Asean region,
have a right to be freer now
since it s our side which
won.

“But it would seem that
we are now less free. The
evolving new world order is
full of restrictions,” Dr Ma-
hathir said in a 15-minute
address incorporating his
thoughts on regional securi-
ty, management of the envi-
ronment and possible Asean
responses to a changing
world order. .

Dr Mahathir said the cre-
ation of powerful economic
groupings to advance re-
giona Tnterests have be-
come a redity of the inter-
national economic life.
International trade and oth-
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er economic relations are in-
creasingly being managed
to protect the positions of
the-powerful trade blocs.

In aworld where peoples
and countries were organis-
ing themselves regiondly, it
should not be so wrang for
East Asian countries to
come together. East Asia be-
ing a géographic4 entity as
muich as Europe or América
were geographical entities.
Indeed, SO was Southeast
Asaf he . .

“If Southeast Asia can
form an association in order
to derive mutual benefits
and still remmin compatible

_being members of the
Asia-PaCific organisations,
is there any reason why the
East Asia‘countries cannot
form a mere caucus and co-
exist with other organisa-
tionsin the Asia Pacific re-
gion?' the Prime Minister
asked

He said the Asean experi-
ence showed that when
countries in a region con-
sulted and co-opérated and

oke with one voice, their
atus and influence were

enhanced. ]

Other countries and
roups would certainly not
ave dialogues regularly

-with each and everyone sep-
arately.

But as a group they would
and did, DrrMahathif said.

In the process, Asean
countries gained and conse-
quentli{1 eveloped much
faster than other individual
countries in the region, the
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Group won't
be a trade
or economic

Mté

ane Mlnlster added.

Dr Mahathir reminded his
Asean coIIeagues that the
gro posed EAEC would not

e any kind of trade or eco-
nomic¢ bloc but a caucus, an
informal getting together of
nations in East"/Asia for the
Pur%de(e of consultation and
(o} CONSeNsUS_ SO as to
speak with one voice at in-
ternatl onal trade negotl&
i

“And that is all. We do not
understand why we are not

allowed to speak with each
other or even to call our-
selves East Asian. Isthisa
foretaste of the new world
order?’

On globa management of
the environment. the Prime
M|n|ster said undue focus

|ven to tropical , forests

| sroetn renewmgt e
suppy of ongen the
ervation of ora an auna

and the eco
He Ogat- the r|ch 20

Per cent of the Iobal opu—
ation account

cent of the ‘([;reen ouse gas
emlssons hirty per cent
of carbon dioxidé emlssons
came from one industria
power alon

On the other hand in the
developing world, about 1.5
billion pegl)ple lived in abject
poverty. Their fate was ig-
nored when what was often
their main source of in-

says.PM

come, the tropical forest
products, were boycotted.

DnMahathlr also argued
that if the wor Id Was S0 con-
cerned about e Iet|n
troplcal foreﬂ and though
thattey angtto it,
then they sh 0 some-
th mg about foreﬂ fires in
the ropics.

* In this regard, the Prime
Minister said massive and
valuable equipment in the
rich countries should be eat-
alogued and deployed to
poor tro |caJ colntries
whenever there was a fire.

“This is much more con-
structive rather than dra-
matj Si nP the acreage of
troplcal orest destroyéed per
day or how 300 Penans are
belng deprived of their mil-
lion”"hectares of hunting
ground,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also remind-
ed thte |tnternatt|onalaI Cotrt?-
munity to reciate the
Problgns anacﬁj%he dangers
aced by littoral Staies.

ates faced risks
from dangerous cargo
which were shipped
through their States as well
as requent threats of piracy
on the high seas.

“Is it too much to ask that
those who use the passage
and the maritime nations
contrl bute towards the cost
eepmg them free and

he asked.
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