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Malaysia will be a mature
nation by the year 2020 as
Malaysians would then
have had 60 years of shared
experiences through com-
mon values and perception
and a common language.

This was Prime Minister
DatukSeri  Dr MahathJr  Mo-
hamad’s  message in a key- ’
note address at a dinner or-
ganised by the Harvard
Club of Malaysia at the
Shangri-La Hotel here to-
night.

Speaking on the topic A
United Malaysian Nation
By the Year 2020, Dr Ma-
hathir said that by the year
2020, Malaysians would
have shared nationhood for
six decades.

“After six decades, if we
manage our nation-building
process conscientiously and
well and suffer no major set-
backs, we would have tra-
versed twice the distance
we have covered so far.

“We would have had 60
years of shared historical
experience, of fashioning
shared destinies, of cultivat-
ing common values and per-
ceptions, of bonding the peo-
ple with a common lan-
guage,  and of  evolving
without duress a uniquely
Malaysian culture, identity
and ethos which is organic
to the Malaysian environ-
ment.

“If we are still not a ma-
ture nation by then, we
would at least be well on the
v,;;i.,,to heajthy nation-

Dr Maha$!iir said all this
would come to pass if the
nation-building process was
managed well.

“This will entail honour-
ing the respective obliga-
tions and responsibilities
under  the  Const i tu t ion
whether it relates to poli-
tics, citizenship, socio-eco-
nomic  opportunities, lan-
guage, .  rel igion or  the
respective powers of the
centre and the state.”

The Prime Minister said
managing nation-building

well also entailed redress-
ing socio-economic imbal-
ances among the various
ethnic groups and regions.

He said the country also
had to grow during this pro-
cess’ of nation-building for
without growth, it would
not have the resources to
redress anything.

“If we do not redress we
will self-destruct, which will
reduce to naught all our
growth. It is for this reason
that Malaysia needs a policy
of sustainable growth with
equity in order to build a
sound and resilient base for
national unity.

“We have already come a
significant way towards re-
dressing imbalances in the
last 30 years. Hopefully by
the year 2020, we would
have overcome the problem
altogether,” he said.

“If we are indeed able to
achieve this without unduly
sacrificing growth and with-
out undermining the legiti-
mate rights of everyone, I
would say we would have
overcome the greatest sin-
gle obstacle to national uni-
ty.”

Dr Mahathir said the pri-
vate sector also had an im-
portant role to play.

He said this was especial-
ly so as the Government
progressively privatised its
operations and de-regulat-
ed.

It would also be in its own
interests for the private sec-
tor to contribute more sub-
stantively as national unity
and ethnic harmony were
the pre-requisites of politi-
cal stability so vital for good
business.

He called on Bumiputeras
to participate more actively
in the more dynamic and
lucrative sectors of the
economy.

He said with more indus-
trialisation and urbanisa-
tion, the urgency and impor-
tance of modifying their
traditional psycho-cultural
values and attitudes would
grow.

“Only when we change

will our progress and ad-
vancement be sustainable
and self-reliant. We can
change and adapt without
discarding all that is good
that we inherited; these we
must keep and these we
must cherish.”

As peace and stability
were crucial for progress, he
said, Malaysians must re-
ject the forces of extremism
and intolerance, of disorder
and disruption.

On ethnic and religious
conflicts, he said Malaysia
came close to catastrophe
and “if we can help it, we do
not want to walk through
these dark passages again”.

Issues considered sensi-
tive and inflammatory were
removed from public debate
and controversy.

“Even if this is perceived
as infringements on human
rights particularly by some
foreign quarters, we apolo-
gise to nobody.

“We can be sure that they
will not be around to carry
the burden when the nation
is crippled by violence, or to
pick up the pieces when it
implodes.

“The limits that we im-
pose on our rights and liber-
ties we do by due process of
law and democracy, and we
have a healthy and stable
working democracy as well
as a deep respect for the rule
of law.“.  _

Tracing the historv of Ma-
laysia’s -nationhood  from
the pre-Independence days,
he said the fundamental
prerequisites for attaining
nationhood differed from
one country to another.

He said Malaysia was a
legally-constituted nation
with no common inherited
ethnicity or culture or lan-
guage. Even the geographi-
cal  boundaries  did not
evolve but were delineated
by c o m m o n c o n s e n t
through negotiations.

In the peninsula, the com-
mon factor was the recogni-
tion of the federation of the
Malay States as the basis for
the nation. But, by the time

*._

of  Independence,  these
States had already been
changed through linkages
instituted by the British.

T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d
changed so that a common
ethnic origin could not be
the basis for national unity.
The presence of citizens of
differing ethnic and cultural
origins required the formu-
lation of a new basis for
national unity.

He said it was fortunate
that the founding fathers
were able to reach broad
agreement on the basis for
national unity.

“This socio-political con-
tract bound together the cit-
izens of Malaya and with
minor modifications has
been accepted by the peo-
plre;f Sabah and Sarawak

Malays ia was
formed.”

Describing the accep-
tance of this socio-political
contract as “real and sin-
cere”, he said Malaysia had
since then gone through
many trials and tribulations
b u t  t h e  n a t i o n  c a m e
through intact.

“Indeed, we learnt how to
curb our feelings and to
manage ourselves better.”

He said the consensus was
not reached without chal-
lenge and neither did it sur-
vivewithout strain.

“There were the commu-
nists, and there were and
still are the extremists. For
one brief period, we even
had to suspend Parliament
to save the country.

“In other words we had to
be undemocratic in order to
save democracy.

“And because we acted
promptly and decisively, we
were able to return to the
original consensus which
has since proven to be an
admirably viable and com-
prehensive proposition.

“I am confident that this
basic social contract by
which we have lived so suc-
cessfully in the last 30-plus
years will continue to serve
us well in the next three
decades.” I.11_.~,. .~~ -. .” ..-..


	Malaysia to be a mature nation by 2020, says Dr M (NST 01/02/1992)

