PM'’s birth, place to turn

into tourist attraction

BANGI, Wed. -- The birth
(place of Prime Minister Da-
Ytuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
{mad in Seberang Perak. Ke-

dah, will be turned into a

tourist attraction after it

has been restored.

~ A mosque in Merbok, aso

in Kedah. has also been

identified for restoration.

Culture, Arts and Tour-
ism Minister Datuk Sabbar-
uddin Chik said these struc-
tures would be restored to
their origind state as part of
the Ministry’'s efforts to de-
velop historical buildings
and sites into potentia tour-
ist attractions.

He added that the restora-
tion of the Prime Minister's
birth home was done in hon-
our of his vast contributions
to the country.

“We fed that it is appro-

rigte that a statesman like

r Mahathir be honoured
for his contributions to the
country.

“The people will have the
opportunity to get to know

their leader better once the
Prime Minister's birth home

DATUK SABBARUDDIN
. original state

is restored and open to the
public.”

Datuk Sabbaruddin was

eaking to rrporters after
closing the Malay Master
Chess competition organ-
isrd by the Maaysian Mal
Chess Association and Ran
Pertanian Malaysia at the
bank’s training institute
here. )

He said restoration work
on these buildings would be-
gin as soon as the Ministry

had finalised details of the
project. -

He added that the Minis-
try would continue to work
with the respective State
Governments to restore his-
torical buildings and sites in
its quest to develop more
tourist attractions.

He said individuals and
the private sector were aso
welcome to undertake resto-
ration of buildings or sites
deemed suitable for devel-
opment as tourist areas.

“All they need to do is to
contact the Ministry so that
we can advise and provide
the necessary facilities for
them to undertake restora-
tion of such buildings or
sites.
~“We are thinking of set-
ting up apadi_museum but
because of financial con-
straints, we welcome indi-
viduals or private bodies to
finance the project. )

“We dready have a tin
museum and soon, a rubber
museum. If we can have a

adi museum, it will be a

oon to the tourism indus-

try.”

Last July, Datuk Sabbar-

uddin was quoted as saying
that his Ministry would re-
store historical buildings

and sites in a big way with
the increased alocation un-
der the Sixth Mdaysia Plan.

He said the Ministry had
no plans to create man-
made tourist sites anywhgre
but intended to spend mpn-
ey on areas with the poten-
tial of becoming a tourist
attraction.

He adso said the proposed
Flower Parade would go on
as planned in May to pro-
mote the country’s flower
industry.

‘He said May has been
picked for the parade be-
cause export of flowers
tended to slow down during
the period.

Earlier, Datuk Sabbarud-
din gave away prizes to win-
ners of the competition.

The first prize of $500
went to lorry driver Ahmad
Rubel while second prize
and third prize winners, Mo-
hamad All and Mohamed
Saprin  Sabri, received $300
and $200 respectively.
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