Thumbs up fer

\Mahathgr; ftfrst home

ALOR STAR, Thurs. — V|I-
%grs of Lorogg Kllan A1s

given the thumbs u for
plans to restore the house
where Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad was born

They said the deteriorat-
ing_condition of the atta elt)
roofed house deserved
ter and the idea of restoring
it was excellent.

The Culture, Arts and
Tourism Minister Datuk
Sabbaruddin Chik yester-
day said the house would be
restored as a national his-
torical site. He had also said
the house would be a tourist
attraction while |t served to
preserve local heritage

Ice seller Abdul Kadir Che
Mat Din, 35, sad he was glad
the house would be repaired
because it was specidl.

Encik Abdul Kadlr who
has been sdlling ice 100 me-
tres from the house since hé
was 11, said: “Although | do
not live near here, it1s spe-
cia to everyone in Kedah.”

The house,, numbered 18,
is next to an ice factory W|th
a narrow ro ing to
other houses.

ew&’geather and im-

proper care since it was

abandoned
toll on it.

The house boasts of t
cal kampung archit
with its large'windows.

Another™ resident, who
ﬁreferred anonymlty sad

e said he had seen many of

the Prime Minister’ s family
members who lived in the
house, the last was a rela-
tive who moved out about
two years ago.
“If is good that the Gov-
ernmekat IS repairing the
house since it depicts the
humble background of our
Prime Ministér.

“Tourists will be able to
add another place to visit
Whl|e ord| nary ﬁeople like
us will know t Dr Ma-
héthir isand always will be
one of usb he said proudly.

Other buildings to be re-
stored are the Merbok
mosgue in Kuala Muda and
the late Tan Sri P. Ramlee’s
home in Penang,

The Ministr |s k mg a
lookout for sites
ings of historical valuean
it has urged owners to let
them know of such aress.

ure

restoring

|

have taken its |
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