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BAR COUNCIL INFLUENCED BY 0PPOSITION’POLITICS;~SA~~DR M 
Mahathir-bar *, 

bm 
KUALA LUMPUR, March 15’(~ernama) 

_ 6 ,:-*:,j 

-- Prime Minister Datuk Seri I)J 

Mahathir’Mohamad today said the Dar Council has been-influenced hy the 
Political thinking of the opposition,.,. . 

As such its upholding Of a vote of no confidence ‘in the Lord [‘reL;ident 
Tun Hamid Omar was unbecoming of lawyers, he said. : . 

to 
Its actiOQ was bob OIlt Of frutitrati‘on’for not being able to gaj.il power 

rule the country through .the democratic process; he said. 
+We know the Bar Council is influenc’ed by pol,i$ical *thinking, 

especially that of tde opposition, It is very, much’ involved wi 1.11 (.hc 
opposition, + he told ‘reporters if ter launching World Consumers ' hy at the 
Putra World Trade Centre here. ,l’. ; I 

He said the government would not be. $nfluenced,, by .a group wh.i (!I[ could 
not decide fairly and had instead abused’,what,ever little power .i lr had. -- 

9 /- 
more ! ,. 
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Attention editors: correcti.on ’ “’ .” .! 

Here repetition correcting third para. Please read . . . the Mic.lclys.ian 
Bar: reaffirmed. . . , and not as sent. 
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Dr Mahathir said, however, the government could .not act agil i 11!;1 I.hc? HaI 
Counci 1 . /. 

It was up to the people to judge whether the’ Bar CounciJ. W~IS qj(:t.~~all~ 
behaving like one or ‘as a poliiical party,, the. Prime Minister :;dj(l* 

At its annual general meeting yesterday; the,. Malaysian Ear ma f t irmed 
. *its 1988 no confidence resolution against,:Hamid and rejected il motion to 

recognise and acknowledge the Lord President. :, 
This caused council pr,esident Manjeet Singh Dhillon to resicju saying he 

disagreed with the move. 
/’ 8.. 

The Prime Minister said the Bar CounciI?s.refusal t0 rewmj:;c t.hr. LOrd 

president would have n0 effect on’the COUntry’s *judicial syst.clr’* 

On the other hand, if the Bar Council tri’uly believed in tl)C 
independence of the judiciary, it should not have ,meddled jY1 jl)d i (da1 

affairs, he said. 
-- more 
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+The judicial system should be indepo,ndent ,of,all ,parties and uot the 
government; alone. It can’t be regarded,:as independent if it is tl:icI;atcd by 
the Bar Councfl,+ said Dr Mahathir: ,: 

He said .the Bar Council was bent on interfering with the judicial 
system to, the ex,tent of demanding that,: the ,selection of judges bc! referred 
to it first. 

This proved that .i.t had no principles and ‘was, practising doubl c 
standards, he, said. 

.,,. ,.~ 
.., ,,. 

While asking the government not to suppre&&,the judicial systcni, the 
Bar Council had not only interfered. buy: also .breached the cons!; i tu tion by 
kay of ‘the ‘no confidence motion again@ Hami’d for contempt of court based 
on rules which l!$e council itself set,,:‘he, said.’ 

+While’:scorning the government for following’ the law in acting iqainst 
Tun Salleh Abas, they do net hesitate .to tako,.action against Tun Ilarnid,+ he 

;::. 
said. 

. . : : , ” ‘..* 
Dr Mahathir said it was the Bar Counoil ,whi$h’. had committed conI,empt 01 

court by ref\lsing to..accept the court ruling that the Lord Pres.i.dent had 
not committed contempt of cburt. .-- mo,re, . 
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On whether the Attorney-General’s Chambers, would.be, asked to :;t.ccdy the 
. matter, he’said it would be difficult for the, government to acl. ijgainst 

’ Bar Council because what it considered,& cbntempt,of court was regarded 
the 

otherwise by the council. 
Dr Mahathir said it seemed that now the Ban ‘Council ‘wanted to be its 

own judge as despite the court having:made’its.ruling, it stiJ.1 refused to 
accept that decision. b 5 

Will the Bar Council only respect the judicial system when the jcdgos 
are those who side with them?* Dr Mahathir’asked. 

On the possible introduction of a new method to Dick’ the 1c~aO~~r-:;h.i.p of: 
the Bar Council, he said the government was not interested in corttrolling 
the council. .’ ~ .*r’ . 

Being learned people,’ the lawyers should be able to’decide whcl.her 
their action ail this while was based.on .justice and the law, he said. 

He dismissed the possibi.lity of the‘~government introducing a code of 
ethics for lawyers as he said they ha! *eien..ignored their owb code. 

On Manjeet Singh’s resignation ,as Bar Council president, J)r MaJlitthi 1 
said Manjeetm’s action was a brave one’:& he“.(Manjeet) was boulld I:0 be 
severely‘criticigod and accused of changing his stand.,-- Berbama 

! :’ 
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