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BAR COUNCIL INFLUENCED BY OPPOSITION POLITICS SAYS DR M
Mahathir-bar S
bm N : " % -‘.f ﬂy
KUALA LUMPUR March 15° (Bernama) - Prlme Mlnlster Datuk Seri br
.Mahathir Mohamad today said the Bar Counc1l has been influenced by the
political thinking of the opposition. -
As such its upholding of a vote of no confldence in the Lord President
Tun Hamid Omar was unbecoming of lawyers he said. )
Its action was born out of frustration for not belng able to gain power
to rule the country through .the democratic process, he said.
+We know the Bar Council is 1nf1uenced by political ‘thinking,
especially that of the opp051t1on It is very much involved with the
opposition,+ he told reporters after launchlnq World Consumers' Pay at the
Putra World Trade Centre here.
He said the government would not be 1nf1uenced by .a group which could
not decide falrly and had instead abused whatever little power il had. --

more
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Dr Mahathir said, however, the government could not act aqgainst the Bar
Council.

It was up to the people to judge whether the Bar Council was aclually
behaving like one or as a political party, the Prime Minister said.

At its annual general meeting yesterday, the.Malaysian Bar reatl [ irmed
.its 1988 no confidence resolution against Hamid and rejected a motion to

" recognise and acknowledge the Lord President.
Thgs caused council president ManJeet 81ngh Dhlllon to resign saying he

reed with the move. ’ |
dlgﬁg Prime Minister said the Bar Counc11*s refusal to recognisc the tord
President would have no effect on the country's Judlc1a1 system.

On the other hand, if the Bar Council truly believed in the

independence of the judiciary, 1t should not have meddled in judicial

affairs, he sa1d
-- more

v15/03/16-21MST e



CNS9792
U GE 15-03 00195 EA866
aae _
Mahathir-bar 3 Kuala Lumpur

Sl

government alone. It can't be regarded as 1ndependent if it is dl(ldted by
the Bar Council,+ said Dr Mahathir. :
.He said the Bar Council was bent on- 1nterfer1ng w1th the judicial
'system to the extent of demanding that the selectlon of judges be ceferred
to it first.
This proved that-it had no pr1nc1ples and was pract151ng double
standards, he said.
' While asking the government not to suppress the Judlclal system, the
Bar Counc11 had not only interfered. hut also .breached the constitution by
Wdy of the ‘no confidence motion agalnst Hamid. for contempt of court based
on rules which the council itself set, he said.”
, +While" scorning the government for follow1ng the law in acting against
Tun Salleh Abas, they do nct he51tate to take act1on against Tun Hamid,+ he
said. TR
Dr Mahathir sald 1t Y5 the Bar Counc11 .which had commlttnd contempt of
court by refusing to. accept the court ruling. that the Lord President had

not committed contempt oi court - more
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. On whether the Attorney-General's Chamherg g_ld be n\"vj to study the
matter, he said it would be d1ff1cnlt for the government to acl against the
Bar Council because what it con51dered as contempt of court was regarded
otherwise by the council.

Dr Mahathir said it seemed that now the Bar Counc11 ‘wanted to be its
own judge as despite the court having: made 1ts rullng, it still refused to
accept that decision.

+Will the Bar Council only respect the Jud1c1a1 system when the judges
are those who side with them?+ Dr. Mahathlr asked. = .

On the possible introduction of a new method to plck the 1eddv;sh1p of
the Bar Council, he said the government was not 1nterested in coutrolling
the council.

Being learned people, the lawyers should be able to decide whelher
their action all this while was based,on_Just;ce and the law, he said.

He dismissed the possibility of the'.government introducing a code of
ethics for lawyers as he said they had‘-even. .ignored their own code.

On Manjeet Singh's resignation as Bar Counc11 president, Dr Mahathir
said Manjeet’s action was a brave one‘as he" (Manjeet) was bound to be
severely cr1t1015ed and accused of changing his stand == Bernama
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