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Dr M: keiect all poor quality goods 
By G. Danapal el_ 
KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - 
Consumers in developing 
countries must be alert 
against the sale of danger- 
ous and inferior goods re- 
jected by developed nations, 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad said today.. 

betiaede sumers themselves must ex- 
ercise their right to reject 
them, he added. 

Responsible consumer 
movements, he added, 
should identify such goods 
and take appropriate action. 

tem which was complex and 
confusing. 

911~ Prime Minister said 
sub-standard and poor qual- 
ity goods, including danger- 
ous drugs, were still being 
dumped on developing na- 
tions 

Speaking to reporters af- 
ter launching World Con- 
sumers’ Day celebrations at 
the Putra World Trade Cen- 
tre, Dr Mahathir said people 
in developing nations 
should reject such goods. 

He noted that views had 

a suggestion by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund - 
that industries turning out 
such goods ought to be relo- 
cated in developing coun- 
tries. 

“It is, therefore, clear that 
if consumers in developing 
countries are not careful 
they will end up being tar- 
gets for such goods.” & 

In this context, he said, 
consumer movements in the 
country should play their 
role by helping to check the 
dumping and sale of such 
poor quality and dangerous 
goods, which were some- 
times difficult to’detect or 
identify. 

Consumer movements 
must view the sale of such 
goods seriously and con- 

Earlier, the Prime Minis- 
ter said in the era of interna- 
tional free trade, the dump- 
ing of these goods had been 
made easier. 

“Suppliers in developed 
countries think that con- 
sumers in developing coun- 
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tries are not sophisticated 
and do not have a choice. 

“As a result, poor quality 
or dangerous goods, like en- 
vironment-polluting ma- 
chinery, which break down 
easiiy, harmful drugs and 
pesticides not allowed in 
their countries are exported 
to developing nations.” 

He said consumer move- 
ments should also back 
their actions and campaigns 
with fact and sound re- 
search. Otherwise, innocent 
traders would suffer losses 
and the consumer move- 
ment would lose its credibil- 
ity. 

The Prime Minister said 
consumers had now become 
aware that they could influ- 
ence the actions of the cor- 
porate world through their 
right to buy and select prod- 
ucts from manufacturers 
who practised good ethics. 

Consumers were also 
aware that they must react 
to the modern market sys- 

“They have become 
knowledgeable of the tech- 
nological development 
which can endanger life and 
the ecology, corporate eth- 
ics and their effects on con- 
sumers. 

“With the sophistication 
and development of the con- 
sumer movement, entrepre- 
neurs must always be fair in 
their prices and give priori- 
ty to quality of goods and 
services.” 

This was in line with the 
moderr] market concept 
where the consumer was 
“kin 

k 
” he added. 

“T e concept is being fol- 
lowed by manufacturers of 
export-oriented goods in , 
Malaysia”. / 
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