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WORK J\S USUAL DURING FASTING MONTH, ,JiAHAT%UPFES MUSLIMS 
Mahathir - Muslims 
ha 
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KOTA BAHARU, Mar& 23 (Bernama) 
Mahathir Molmighl urged - 

. month to experience the suffering of ,the l’es’s fortunate peopl c. 
He said 'the fast was a te’s’t of an ‘individual f’s patience, and .iI: ‘they 

I slept or rested when fasting they would be unable”to undersI;antl I;he 
misfortunes of other people. ,.. .- “, -,, 

During the fasting month, ,Muslims, should“work.‘.ha&l to help the nation 
‘progress and match &he developed’ cddntries~l~he ‘.said .when addrc:;:; i ng a 
gathering at the Sekolah Politeknik:.Xota’.Bah’a’s~~‘ih Kok Lanilr, nc;lr _here just 
before breaking of the fast. Dr M&hatbir,‘was‘o,n ‘a’day’!:s visj 1. to Kelant.an. 
I He said the government’s Vision. 2020 ‘was als<‘aimed at achjcving a 
balance in life in this world and the ,&erea.fter.:.” ” 

Dr Mahathir, who is chairman of; ‘the r(el&&aq, Umno Liaison Cornmi ttee, 
said Umno’s policies were .not cotifi,ned!to’the’,hereafter but al so 
encompassed responsibilitieg in thistworld’?,o,that oth;r people would not 

. 
look down on:Muslims. -- more. :, : ,,: ,. 1; J, : .,. , 
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However, he said, certain. people ‘int&&ted :I’slam as a .rel i gion which 
on1.y provided for the hereaf’ter’. . ‘.. ‘, ‘. : ;:,‘l” ,;: ,;. 

He -called on the people to counter ‘all&ations ‘hurtled at 1%~ icderal 
government that Vision 2020 was only for J$$:in”.&is world. 

. 

Dr Mahathir sa@ it vas the genera,1 ‘6p’ini,bq,. th’at ‘Muslims and Tdamic 
countries were unable tb face up Jo t&:,modern,&a because many Tslamic 
countries lagged behin,d and were d8pen’flent. on’ andi sought the assistance of 
non-1slami.c superpoweis’. 

,‘I* ,., 1. ’ ‘. ,, ._ _,..“. , 
He said Islamic countries. today: sti.11 had,.to‘ld,epend on assir;I~ntrce from- 

non-Islamic count:ri’es when at .one, tim@ .they, m&opol$ed all tl i sci plines of 
knowledge. I ‘,a 

; ‘. ( ,, .’ . ,. .; 

Superpowers looked down on Islainic ‘.&&ntr’i&., because they wr: t‘(: weak, ’ 
inefficiently admini’stered ‘and were,not pe~~e$ul,;he added. -- l?crnama r’ ” 
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