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ALOR STAR, Mon. — Rul-
ers will ruin their image
fmertabat) if they flout the
aw, Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said today.
The action by the Sultan
of Kelantan, who drove off
with a car without paying
the import duties, cléarly
showed that the Ruler had
been unethical and that was
why the newspapers were
writing about the issue, he
added. )
Dr Mahathir was asked by
newsmen whether newspa-
Per reports on the issue-of
the Sultan of Keantan driv-
ing off with the Lamborgh-
ini" Diablo from the MAS car-
go terminal at Subang
arport. without gayl ng.Cus-
toms duties of $2.1 million
on March 19 would affect
the Ruler’simage, .

_The Prime Minister ar-
rived at the Sultan Abdul
Halim airport here to break
fast with the rakyat at the

Bukit Tinggl mosguein Ke-
pala Batas.

He said the newspapers
had to report the issue be-
cause the Sultan had flouted
the law.

“Furthermore, the news-
pepars have to defend them-
selves because they are be-
ing blamed in the iSsue.”

r Mahathir said the is-
sue would not have been
highlighted in the mass me-
dia if thé Kelantan State
Government had made the
right stand on the Sultan’s
right to buy cars.

It is unfortunate that the

State Government is tr mg
to defend something whic
is wrong by contending that
it has given permission to
the Ruler to buy an unlimit-
ed number of cars.
. “It is not the right of the
State Government to deter-
mine the number of tax-ex-
empted cars a Ruler can
buy. 1t is the right of the
Federd Government.

“We believe the State
Government had also taken
the stand that the Ruler is
not. bound by any code of
ethics other "than those in
the Quran and the Hadith.

“We believe that the State
Government had advised
the Ruler that he is only

bound by the Quran and the
Hadith,”” said Dr Mahathir.
Asked how the issue

could be solved, Dr Ma-
hathir said the Sultan had
to pay the duties on the car.

“If he does not pay the
duties, he is flouting the
law,” he added.

On the offer of Proton
shares to the Sultan of Ke-
lantan, Dr Mahathir said
the Government offered the
shares to all the Rulers be-
cause one of them had made
arequest to buy the shares.

“We are of the opinion
that we cannot offer the
shares to only one Ruler and
therefore, to be fair, we of-
fered the shares to al the

Rulers regardless of wheth-
er they are siding the Gov-
ernment,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said the offer
of sharesto Rulerswas not a
Government pollc%.

“That is why athough the
Sultan of Kelantan did not
request the shares, we made
an offer to him to be fair to
all the Rulers,” he added.

It was reported today that
copies of aletter of offer for
the shares to the Sultan of
Kelantan were widely dis-
tributed in Kota Baru.

In Kuala Lumpur, |nter-
national Trade and _Indu_st;};;
Minister Datuk Seri Rafid
Aziz said all the Rulers and
Yang di-Pertuas Negeri ex-
cept the Sultan of Kelantan
had accepted the Ministry’s
offer to take up the Bumipu-
tera portion of shares in Per-
gﬁljwaan Otomobil Nasiona
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She said the Rulers were
offered 100,000 shares of $1
each and the Yang di-Per-
tuas Negeri 50.000 shares
each, at the offer price of $5
a share in Proton’s public
issue in February.

“The Government made
the offer in good faith to
alow the Rulers and Yang
di-Pertuas Negeri to partici-
glate in hthﬁ pgjt()}l/i% offr?r

ong with the rakyat,” she
addegd.

Commenting on a_news
report today that copies of
the Ministry’s offer letter to
the Sultan of Kelantan were
being circulated in Kelan-
tan, she said: “I was told
that the Sultan had rejected
the offer for fear the issue

may be used against him in
the next Umno generd as-
s¢emblv.”

Proton, listed on the Kua-
la Lumpur Stock Exchange
last week, made a public
issue of 30 million new ordi-
nary shares of $1 each and
an offer for sale of 120 mil-
lion ordinary shares of $1
each at $5 a share,

The Inspector-Genera; of
Police, Tan Sri Haniff Omer,
aso sad in Kuaa Lumpur
tod?}/ that police personnel
on duty at the Istana Kelan-
tan (in Kuala Lumpur) on
March 19 were directed not
to obstruct Customs officers
investigating the luxury car
caper.

peaking to reporters at

the General Hospital after
distributing Hari Rava food
parcels to police personnel
at the uroIo%y and orthopae-
dic wards! he said he issued
the directive as the Customs
officers were empowered
under the law to carry out
such investigations.

In his first comment on
the controversy, he also said
the police had not been ap-

roached by the Customs

epartment to help them re-
solve the issue.

He added that the police
would have to refer to the
ﬁrovisions of the law if their

elp was enlisted by the rel-
evant authorities.

In Kota Baru, a Kelantan
palace official sad the Sul-
tan was alowed by the State
Government to use the
Imam, penggawa and pengh-
uly to defend his actions.

The Sultan's_private sec-
retary, Encik Fuad Hassan,
said the use of the State
officids was an effort by the
Sultan to countter biased
newspaper reports. .

He told the New Straits
Times that the rakyat need-
ed to know the real issue
behind the purchase of the
Sultan’s car and only
through the State employ-
ees could the information
disseminated.

The palace officials had so
far met the imam, penggawa
anddpen hulu twice — last
Wednesday and yesterday
— to explain the matter. The
meeting was held at the Ista-

N
na Bala Besar.

Fuad said the Federal au-
thorities and the mass me-
dia were trying to harp on
moral values and emphasis-
ing the excessive expendi-
ture of the Sultan in buying
a number of luxury cars.
~“Unless thev are able to
tie up the moral values to
the legal point of view, the
Sultan had not committed
an?f| wrong,” Fuad said..

e said when the issue
first erupted, the Federal
authorities were harping on
the legality of the Sultan
retrieving the car but after
the palace and the Kelantan
Government had proved
that the Sultan had only
taken what was legitimately
his, the Federal authorities
and the media began a bar-
rage of attacks on the moral
values of the Sultan. ]

“He dso said a palace offi-
cia was seeking an appoint-
ment with Trangport Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik to personally
hand” him a cheque for
$15,000 for the payment of
air freight and storing
charges of the luxury car at
the MAS cargo terminal.

Fuad said that even
though the payment was
due to MAS, the Sultan has
directed that the cheque to
be handed to Dr Lmg per-
sonally. ) )

“The *Sultan is chagrined
by Dr Ling's statement in
the papers which implied
that the Sultan had, apart

£X 1 ®

from refusing to settle the
$2.1 million import duties,
also refused to settle the
$15,000 in MAS charges.

“We want to see Dr Ling
Personally and hand him
he cheque because there
are a few things which the
Sultan wants to be con-
veyed to the Transport Min-
ister.” Fuad said.

Dr Ling sad last Wednes-
day MAS should send the
$15,000 hill to the Kelantan

alace for airfreighting tht

amborghini Daiblo from
London and storing it in Su

bang. ]

He said the bill should be
sent as soon as possible, if i
had not been done, as it was
a normal commercial prac
tice.

Asked why there was ¢
delay in making the pay
ment, Fuad said the palace
only received the invoice
from MAS on Saturday ant
it was not possible to get ir
gouch with the Minister tha

ayYesterdav was a Sunday
and attempts, to fix an ap
pointment with him were
tutile. . . y

“We are ill trying to fii
an appointment with hin
today and if he agrees to it
then we will be meeting hin
to hand over the cheque anc
give him a piece of the Sul
tan’'s mind about his state
ment.” Fuad added.

Meanwhile. Dr Ling
when contacted in Kual:
Lumpur, declined comment
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